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Log onto nelottery.com and enter the serial number 
from a Nebraska 2by2 seven-day multi-draw ticket for 
a chance to win an Ethanol-enriched fuel gift card. 
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Promotion runs until 11:59 p.m. on December 8, 2008. Prize drawing is December 9, 2008. 


nelottery.com 
Must be 19 or older to play. Please play responsibly. Compulsive Gambling Help Line 1-800-522-4700 
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SPECIAL FEATURES 


HOMETOWN HERO 
BEHIND THE SCENES WITH BRIAN LEHMANN 
CATCHING UP WITH MATT HOSKINSON 


DAVIS EMBRACES ROLE AS MANAGER 


DON’T MISS 


ILLUSTRATED 


2MINUTE DRILL ON THE COVER 

Quentin Castille breaks away from 
10 QUESTIONS the Kansas State defense for a 37-yard 
RECRUITING touchdown run to give the Huskers a 


14-7 lead with 2:28 remaining the in the 


GAME COVERAGE first quarter. 
Photo by Scott Bruhn 


PREDICTIONS 
GAME PREVIEW 
AROUND THE HORN 


VOLLEYBALL 
FROM THE ARCHIVES 
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Volume 28, Issue 19 recapping the Colorado 
game will be mailed on Monday, Dec. 1. 
Check for updates at huskersillustrated.com. 
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BACK IN 
BLACK 


Blackshirts make 
stylish return 


THE BLACKSHIRTS ARE BACK, 

The Blackshirts appear to be back in 
spirit as well as in fact. 

This past week coach Bo Pelini surprised 
his defense by hanging 11 Blackshirts in 
lockers before Tuesday’s practice (to see 
which players earned Blackshirts, see page 
20), restoring a tradition that had been 
absent for over a year. The Husker defensive 
starters were stripped after Nebraska's 45- 
14 loss to Oklahoma State on Oct. 13, 2007, 
a game which saw the Huskers trail 35-0 at 
halftime. 

Some assumed the Blackshirts would 
automatically be rewarded to start the 
season. But Pelini was firm in wanting 
to make sure his players earned the right 
to wear the black practice jerseys. After 
being asked early in the season when 
the Blackshirts might be restored, Pelini 
answered, “There’s a chance I might wait 
for a long time, I don’t know. What’s a 
Blackshirt mean if it’s just a symbol that 
you haven't earned?” 

Pelini decided to wait. This past week 
was the perfect time to hand them out. 

The 
defense didn't happen overnight and is still 


transition to Blackshirt-quality 
far from complete. While observers saw 
improved effort, improved execution has 
been more gradual. 

But after a physical effort against 
Kansas, the Huskers played their best 
defense of the year ina 56-28 win at Kansas 
State. The Huskers held the Wildcats to 


247 total yards, including just 59 on the 
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ground. And the defense didn’t give up 
two of the touchdowns as K-State returned 
an interception and a kickoff return for 
touchdowns. 

Add to the fact that 60 of K-State’s 188 
passing yards came on a single play and 
you begin to get idea of how Nebraska 
dominated the Wildcats. 

Perhaps the most-telling stat of the game 
was that Nebraska held the Wildcats to 10 
yards or fewer on eight of their 12 drives. 

Let me put that another way — Kansas 
State had four drives totaling 246 yards 
(80, 92, 39, 35). In the other eight drives, 
the Wildcats racked up a grand total of 2 
yards on 30 plays. 

The 59 yards rushing was the fewest 
allowed during a regular season-conference 
game since Oct. 14, 2006 when the Huskers 
shut down Kansas State for 22 yards on 18 
carries. 

But the Blackshirt tradition isn’t defined 
by statistics. It also is defined by attitude. 
The defensive line has been physical and 
bullied opponents for nine sacks in the 
last two games. And Nebraska’s depleted 
defense still managed to compile a highlight 
reel of hard hits Saturday. 

While some might try to diminish the 
performance because it came against a 
weak Kansas State team coached by a 
lame-duck coach, the Huskers have made 


great strides this season. N 
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Big Red Mailbag 


SEND US YOUR LETTERS!! Huskers Illustrated loves to hear from its readers. 
Have an opinion to share about a story in this issue? Send us a letter. Have an opinion 
about the Huskers? Drop us a line. Want to share a photo from your last Husker game? 
We'll take it. IF WE PRINT YOUR LETTER, WE’LL SEND YOU A SPECIAL HUSKER GIFT! 
Send digital photos and letters to huskersillustrated@gmail.com and your regular 
snapshops and letters to HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED, 7755 S. 23rd St., Lincoln, NE 68512. 


Letters may be edited for length and grammar. 


HAPPY BOWL SEASON 

I wanted to write in and 
congratulate the Husker players 
and coaching staff on a great 
win over Kansas and becoming 
bow! eligible. 

I never realized how much 
I have taken bowl games 
for granted in the past. As 
a fan, I became accustomed 
to spending my Decembers 
traveling and following the 
Huskers during bowl season. 


My wife and I have used past 


bowl games as family vacations 


and hold some very special 
memories from those trips. 

Our kids were able to see 
some great places and enjoyed 
getting player autographs and 
shaking coaches hands when 
we have been lucky enough to 
see the players and staff at the 
team hotel. 

I’m proud that while my 
kids have grown up and moved 
out, we will all be enjoying the 
Husker bowl game together this 
December once again. What a 


treat it will be after Nebraska 


NEBRASKA 


=e 


FIND GRE 


AT CLEARANCE 
DEALS ON HUSKER GEAR 
ONLY AT 
shophuskersillustrated.com 


i 


always look forward to getting 


missed out on bowls over the 
past couple of years. every issue in the mail. By the 
Having a December without end of the week it has been 
a bowl game is like celebrating passed around and read by the 
Christmas with out a Christmas _ entire family. 
tree. It’s just not the same. Keep up the great work! 
Thank you for your great 

KEVIN McCANN 


Chicago, III. 


work on the magazine. We are 


long-time subscribers and we 


Cornhead Corner 


definition: CORNHEAD, cornshead — noun 


1. a person with an extreme and often unusual enthusiasm or zeal 
for the University of Nebraska Cornhusker athletic program. Side 
effects may manifest in abnormal collections of Husker memorabilia, 
obsessive desires to attend Nebraska sporting events and paranoid 
delusions that every season should result in a national championship. 
This compulsive behavior can be contagious and is often a serious 
irritant for fans of the University of Missouri or Colorado. 


While one-year-old SCOTT HOEBELHEINRICH may be too 
young to qualify as a Cornhead, his parents, Todd and Jennifer 
obviously qualify. According to Scott (yes, the letter was addressed 
from him), his mother “plays the tunnel walk song every morning 
on the way to work.” Evidently the song also seems to work as a 
pacifier as his parents can turn it on when he begins to fuss and 
he “hushes right up.” 

Only in Nebraska.... 

ARE YOU A CORNHEAD? Send us your story along with a 


photo to huskersillustrated@gmail.com and you may be featured 


in an upcoming issue of Huskers Illustrated. 
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unior defensive tackle 
was named Big 

12 Defensive Player of the Week 

for his performance against Kansas. 
Suh had a career-high and team-leading 12 
tackles and 2.5 sacks as well as catching a 
touchdown pass as a fullback in a short- 
yardage situation. 

The 12 tackles were the most by a 

Cornhusker defensive lineman since 2005, 


when was credited with 12 


against Kansas State. And the 2.5 sacks were 


the most by a Cornhusker since 2003, when 
linebacker had three 
against Utah State. 

Suh went into the Kansas State game 
with a team-high 60 tackles, tops among 
Big 12 defensive linemen and the most for 
a Cornhusker lineman since 2002, when 

had 67. 

Nebraska’s other Big 12 Player of the 

Week honorees this season, both for special 
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teams, were following the San 


Jose State game and following 
the Virginia Tech game. 

Despite his defensive play, Suh earned 
more recognition from local reporters for his 
2-yard touchdown reception and his being 
used as a short-yardage blocker. Offensive 


coordinator asked if the 


| offense could borrow Suh, coach 


said. “We said absolutely. 

“He thinks he’s Eric Dickerson, so he 
thought it was the right thing.” 

Suh is “very athletic for a big guy,” said 
Pelini. “He’s very powerful, and we just 
thought he could be a guy that linebackers 
wouldn’t be real happy about taking on in 
the hole. He was all for it.” 

Suh began practicing with the offense the 
week of the Oklahoma game. 

His nickname is “Ducky,” a fact 
divulged by quarterback 


Back-up quarterback gave Suh the 


| 
| 


nickname, said Ganz, because “he looks like 


one of the dinosaurs in The Land Before 
Time, the old movie... we couldn’t stop 
laughing because he (Suh) looks just like 
him (Ducky).” 

“Ducky personnel” refers to the grouping 
when Suh’s in the game on offense. 

“Suh’s going to get pretty upset I said 
that,” Ganz said. 

Actually, Suh wasn’t upset that Ganz 
explained the nickname. 

“That’s my boy,” said Suh. “I’m just 
happy he threw me the ball.” 

Ganz speculated the next step would be 


| for Suh to ask Watson if he could carry the 


ball. 

“T would like to, but that’s not my main 
thing,” Suh said. 

“My main thing is, if they need me, I'll 
block and have someone else go and score. 
That's my job if they want me or need me 
on that side. I’m all about defense.” 


2008 SENIORS: Back row (left to right): DE Clayton Sievers, LB Tyler Wortman, DT Ty Steinkuhler, WR Todd Peterson, 
DT Shukree Barfield, DE Barry Turner, DE Zach Potter, Head Coach Bo Pelini, OL Lydon Murtha, WR Nate Swift, QB Beau Davis, 
OL Matt Slauson, LS Justin Baumgartner, OL Mike Huff. Front row (left to right): CB Armando Murillo, LS T.J. O’Leary, TE Hunter 
Teafatiller, P Jake Wesch, LB Cody Glenn, IB Marlon Lucky, FB Thomas Lawson, QB Joe Ganz, P Dan Titchener. 


CHANGE IN SCHEME 


The last time a defensive lineman led the 


Cornhuskers in tackles for a season was 1973, 


’s first season as head coach, 


when was credited with 96. Bell 


played middle guard in a 5-2 


KE. 


base alignment. The previous 
season, ,alsoa 
middle guard and the Outland 
Trophy and Lombardi Award 
winner, led Nebraska tacklers 
with 100. 

The only other defensive 
linemen to lead the Cornhuskers 
in tackles (since they became an 
official statistic) were middle guard 

N in 1967 and tackle 
in 1966. Meylan set the 
school record for defensive linemen with 
119. Stith tied linebacker 
with 82. 

The only other non-linebacker besides 
Meylan and Glover to be credited with 
100 or more tackles in a season was rover 

, who led the team with 102 
tackles in 1998. 


huskersillustrated,com 
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JOE THE LEADER 


Praise for has been profuse 


this season. So it was no surprise that coach 


repeated himself, to some degree, 


following the Kansas game. “Joe’s a man, a 
leader. I can’t say enough about Joe Ganz. 


That’s just who he is,” said Pelini. “You’d 


have to scrape him off the field to get him out 


of there. He’s been doing it week after week. 


He's a big-game player. 


4 “Nothing Joe 


me. The guy’s a 
competitor to the 
Nth degree. 
ft 2 He plays 
: from the 


heart. 


4, 
— 


" single day. 
ww 
=> to be 20 years from 
now. He’s got a lot 
of special qualities 


about him.” 


Ganz does surprises 


Sy) That’s who 


he is every 


ae 
~ And it’s who he’s going 


NO BULL 


Senior back-up long-snapper 

plans to join his dad in 
ranching in California when he finishes 
with football. His dad, Mike, formerly 
competed in rodeos as a bull rider, and 
“that’s what we're going to start getting 
into at the ranch,” Justin said. “We 
already are partnered up with some 
friends and put on a PBR Challenger 
event in Hollister (Calif.). We're getting 
into breeding bucking bulls. They’re 
dangerous but fun. I've never been on 
one, but I've had to climb up a few fences 
because of them. It’s the most dangerous 
sport in the world, that’s for sure.” 

His dad wants to return to competing 
as a bull rider in small rodeos, said Justin, 
and “he wants me to utilize what I’ve 
learned here to be out in the ring, flagging 
down the bulls.” 

Some who distract the bulls take cover 
in open barrels, but not Justin. 

“They can toss those barrels pretty 
easily,” he said. “I'll jump up on the 


fence.” 
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DEALING WITH THE MEDIA 


Each year during pre-season practice, 
Nebraska’s orientation for freshmen includes 
sessions on how to conduct themselves when 
they’re interviewed. Since newcomers aren't 
available to reporters until they’ve played, 
most don’t immediately apply what they’ve 
learned. 

Senior linebacker TYLER WORTMAN, a 
walk-on, didn’t get much advice on how to 
deal with reporters. For one thing, he didn’t 
report until the first day of classes. And for 
another, “they didn’t expect a whole lot of 
people wanted to talk to me, so they didn’t 
spend much time with me,” he said. 

The same was true of practice. “I just got 
thrown in. Nobody said anything. I just kind 
of followed along with some other guys. I 
didn’t really know what was going on, but I 


got by,” he said. 


LINCOLN'S 
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LEADING BY EXAMPLE 


Captains have been selected on a game- 
by-game basis this season. But a few players 
have provided leadership throughout, even 
though “it’s not a real vocal group,” said coach 
BO PELINI. “I hear it from (NATE) SWIFT, 
TODD PETERSON, I hear JOE (GANZ) every 
now and then. It’s not a real rah-rah group. 
PHILLIP DILLARD is a guy that steps out every 
now and then and (LARRY) ASANTE at times. 

“You have to kind of lead within your 
personality. Some guys lead by example. Some 
guys are more rah-rah guys. It's the same 
with coaches. Some coaches are screamers 
and yellers. Others are more to the point and 
teachers. I think there is a balance there. I think 
at the end of the day you can rah-rah all you 


want, but it’s not about that. It’s about execution. 


It’s about attention to detail.” 


“LIVE” 
Weekdays 
3-6 p.m. 


LINCOLN'S 
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SIDELINES 


FOLLOWING, SORT OF 

Former Cornhuskers KRIS 
BROWN and JOSH BROWN are 
NFL placekickers. Sophomore 
ALEX HENERY knows that. But he 
didn’t emulate them growing up, 
for one reason because he walked 
on at Nebraska intending to bea 
punter. Even so, “it’s hard to know 
that I'm like where they were at a 
point,” he said. 

Though he doesn’t do much 
punting now, mostly “just horsing 
around,’ he plans to compete for 
the job next season, with DAN 
TITCHENER and JAKE WESCH 
gone. 

“Might as well try, | guess,’ said 
Henery, who averaged 41.4 yards 
per punt as a senior at Omaha (Neb,) 
Burke High School, and 41.7 yards 


as a junior. 


ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 

Three Cornhusker seniors were 
included on the Academic All- 
District Vil first team, sponsored 
by ESPN the Magazine: linebacker 
TYLER WORTMAN, wide receiver 
TODD PETERSON and punter 
DAN TITCHENER. Wortman had 
a 3.96 (on a 4.0 scale) grade-point 
average in a mechanical engineering 
major and will finish a degree in 
May. Peterson has a 3.76 GPA in 
nutrition science and dietetics and 
will graduate in December, along 
with Titchener, who has a 3.46 GPA in 
accounting, 

Peterson is a three-time, first-team 
academic All-Big 12 honoree. 
Titchener is a two-time honoree. 
And Wortman has earned first-team 
recognition once. All three players 
are included on the national 
ballot for CoSIDA Academic All- 
America honors. That team will be 


announced Nov, 25. 
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NATE SWIFT never imagined he would break 
school career receiving records when he made an oral 
commitment to Nebraska. “The thing for me was, 
I wasn’t really looking for a school that was going to 
throw on every play,” he said. “I don’t know why that 
wasn’t my main concern, 

“T guess I don’t ever really recall thinking of going to 


a team like that. I just wanted to go to the place that was 


going to give me the best chance of playing, a team with 
good tradition, good coaches, all of it. And it seemed 
like Nebraska had it all, definitely.” 

Swift committed to the Cornhuskers during the summer 
before his senior year in high school in Hutchinson, 
Minn., after attending Nebraska’s Big Red Camp. 

FRANK SOLICH was the head coach. And BARNEY 
COTTON was the coach with whom he had the most 
contact. “We were good friends, I guess, at the time,” 
said Swift. 

“T always looked forward to talking to him.” 

Cotton, who had just been hired, told him the plan 
was to move to a more balanced offense. 

By the time Swift was ready to sign a letter of intent, 
however, Cotton was gone, fired, along with Solich, 
and every other assistant except TURNER GILL and 
SCOTT DOWNING. Gill, who replaced RON BROWN 
as receivers coach when BILL CALLAHAN was hired, 
“immediately called me,” Swift said. 

“We talked for the next couple of weeks. But I really 
wasn’t considering leaving. I was just wondering what 
was going on.” 

The same was true for TY STEINKUHLER and MIKE 


HUFF and CLAYTON SIEVERS, among others who had 
made oral commitments to Nebraska while Solich and 
staff were in place. 

Cotton was the primary contact for Steinkuhler and 
Huff as well, while Sievers talked mostly with Downing 
and JEFF JAMROG. “I was never worried about it. 
‘l’m committed to Nebraska. Who cares if the coaches 
left?’ I was committed to the tradition and all the good 
things that happened in the past,” said Steinkuhler, who 
followed his father, Dean, as a Cornhusker. 

For Huff, who committed the day after he was offered 
a scholarship during his senior season at Ralston (Neb.) 
High School, it was “Nebraska or bust,” he said. 

Sievers never wavered, either. He had grown up in 
the state, plus he would have one season at Nebraska 
with brother Chad. So “once I made my decision, I was 
pretty confident I was coming here,” he said. “I was just 
anxious to see who they were bringing in and who they 
were keeping. 

“Some of those coaches had been around for a long 
time.” 

Some hadn’t, BO PELINI and CARL PELINI among 
them. Bo was defensive coordinator and Carl a graduate 
assistant for one season, 2003. Swift remembers meeting 
Bo during recruiting visits to attend games. When Bo 
returned, “he was like, ‘Yeh, I know everything about 
you,’” said Swift. 

“So that was nice to have a coach that came in that 
you kind of know. I knew Bo a little bit, and I knew 
Coach Cotton a lot better than most of the other 
coaches.” 


2004 RECRUITING CLASS 


PLAYER 


POS HT 


WT 


HOMETOWN 


RECRUITED BY 


STATUS 


Jordan Adams 
Adam Blankenship 
Lance Brandenburgh 
Andy Christensen 
Beau Davis 

Joe Ganz 

Cortney Grixby 
Mike Huff 
Brandon Jackson 
Michael Keenan 
Marque McCray 
Shamus McKoy 
Lydon Murtha 
Danny Muy 


| Terrence Nunn 


Santino Panico 
Clayton Sievers 

Ty Steinkuhler 
Nathan Swift 
Cornealius Thomas 


QB 
DE 
LB 

DT 

QB 
QB 
DB 
OL 
RB 

LB 

WR 
WR 
OL 
OL 
WR 
RB 

LB 

DE 
WR 
OL 


6-3 
6-4 
6-1 
6-3 


202 
230 
215 
275 
185 
190 
160 
300 
220 
220 
195 
205 
315 
270 
185 
200 
220 
235 
190 
320 


Santee, CA 

Tulsa, OK 
Overland Park, KS 
Bennington, NE 
Venice, CA 

Palos Hills, IL 
Omaha, NE 
Ralston, NE 

Horn Lake, MS 
Kansas City, MO 
San Mateo, CA 
Scottsdale, AR 
Hutchinson, MN 
Tallahassee, FL 
Houston, TX 
Libertyville, IL 
Elkhorn, NE 
Lincoln, NE 
Hutchinson, MN 
San Francisco, CA 


Dennis Wagner 
John Blake 
Scott Downing 
Scott Downing 
John Blake 
Kevin Cosgrove 
Scott Downing 
Barney Cotton 
John Blake 
Scott Downing 
Dennis Wagner 
Bill Busch 

Scott Downing 
Bo Pelini 
Turner Gill 
Kevin Cosgrove 
Downing/Jamrog 
Barney Cotton 
Cotton/Gill 
Dennis Wagner 
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Quit 

Illinois State 
Exhausted Eligibility 
Active 

Active 

Active 

Exhausted Eligibility 
Active 

NFL 

NW Missouri State 
Wayne State 
Graduated 

Active 

Florida International 
Graduated 

Quit 

Active 

Active 

Active 

Graduated 
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Given the opportunity, no way 
was Jay Martin going to go anywhere 
except Nebraska to play football. He 
visited Colorado State. And he visited 
) Morningside. “But I pretty much 
ignored everything else,” he said. “I was 
dead-set on this, and I didn’t even know 


if I was going to get to. I just wanted 
this or nothing, pretty much.” 

Martin was born and raised on an acreage equidistant from 
Waverly and Raymond. That's part of the reason he wanted to 
be a Cornhusker. He grew up with them. 

More to the point, however, his dad, Bob, earned All- 
America recognition as a defensive end at Nebraska (1973-75). 
Attending games at Memorial Stadium was always a given. In 
fact, he took that for granted. “When I heard kids saying they’d 
never been to a game, I was like, ‘I can’t imagine. I need to be 
there,’ ” he said. “I expected to get to go to the games. J really 
enjoyed it still, and I definitely wanted to go all the time.” 

Jay, whose older brother Lee was a decathlete on the 
Cornhusker track and field team, “always looked at Nebraska 
as the No. | choice if it could happen. I’d take that over 
anything. When it came down to trying to find a school, I could 
go here or there, wherever, get a little bit of scholarship help, all 
I kept thinking was, ‘If I could at least walk on here, I'd do that 
over all of it.’” And that’s what he did. 

His dad supported the decision. “He knew this would be an 
up-hill battle, coming in as a walk-on, but he said, ‘If you want 
to do that,’ he supported me,” Jay said. 

His connections to Nebraska football go beyond his dad. 
Uncle Tom Ruud and cousins Barrett and Bo Ruud also played 
for the Cornhuskers. 

Plus, because of his dad, “I know everybody who was here 
back in the mid-70s, and I’ve heard it all from them, too. I’ve 
heard plenty of stories,” Jay said. N 
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JAY MARTIN 
6-2, 215, Redshirted Freshman, 
Tight end 


| Hometown: Waverly, Neb. 

| County: Lancaster 

| Population: 3,035 

Distance from Lincoln: 10 miles 


No place like Nebraska: “The 

| Tunnel Walk, that’s awesome. 
I'm not exactly getting playing 
time or anything, but when it’s 
| ahome game and | get to run 
out there, that makes the week 
of practice worth it, definitely.” 


| Nebraska football lettermen: 
| Ted Retzlaff, PK (1995-96) 
Kyle Henson, OT (1997) 


SIDELINES 


BEST FRIENDS 

TY STEINKUHLER (pictured), 
JOE GANZand ADAM 
BLANKENSHIP, all scholarship 
recruits, immediately connected as 
freshmen at Nebraska. Steinkuhler 
and Blankenship, who transferred 
to Illinois State, were roommates 
in the dorm. Such relationships are 
what make football fun, according 
to Steinkuhler.”| wouldn't know 
any of these guys,’ he said prior to 
this season. “These guys are your 
best friends. That's really special.” 
He has maintained contact with 
Blankenship, in his third season as 


a starting defensive lineman. 


EMPTY SEATS 

Seats in the upper reaches 
of the southeast corner of the 
South Stadium were noticeably 
empty during the Kansas game. 
That's part of the student section. 
According to the Lincoln Journal 
Star, some 200 seats in the section 
were empty by the middle of 
the first quarter, and by the 
third quarter, the number had 
tripled. One reason was the cold 
temperatures, driven by a north 
wind. 

The student section also had 
unused seats during the Baylor 


game. 


THE 
BIG 12 
BEAT 


NOBODY LOVES OFFENSE more than Texas 
Tech coach Mike Leach — except when too 
much of it happens against his team, 

That was the situation last year when 
the Red Raiders, during a 49-45 loss at 
Oklahoma State, allowed three players to 
rush for more than 100 yards and gave up 
a total of 610. In the immediate aftermath, 
Leach fired defensive coordinator Lyle 
Sentencich and promoted one of his original 
assistants, Ruffin McNeil. 

What a move, 

Tech had the top-ranked defense in the 
Big 12 over the last nine games last year, and 
was No. 2 in the league after its first 10 of 
2008. In that 19-game span, the Red Raiders 
allowed an average of 22 points and 330 
yards per game, and forced 35 turnovers. 

While climbing to the top of the South 
Division, Tech, in consecutive efforts, 
held Kansas to 315 yards and Texas and 
Oklahoma State to less than 370 — numbers 
that were well below what those teams had 
been averaging. 

“Our defense is never mentioned in the 
same breath with our offense,” McNeil told 
the Lubbock Avalanche-Journal after the 
Red Raiders beat Oklahoma State 56-20. 
“Our offense is so consistent, That's where 
we're trying to get. Before this game, we told 
our kids to keep attacking for 60 minutes 
and just do your job.” 

Tech's win against the eighth-ranked 
Cowboys came a week after it had posted 
its first-ever win against a No. | opponent. 
Before pulling off that double, only one 
team since 1965 had beaten a No. | team 
and then the next week topped one in the top 
10: Oklahoma in 1984, when the Sooners 


hudkemillustrated com 


BY CURT MCKEEVER 


knocked off top-ranked Nebraska and then 
No. 3 Oklahoma State. 

OKLAHOMA, in blowout wins against 
Nebraska and Texas A&M, used just 17:45 
of elapsed time at the start of those games 
to outscore the Huskers and Aggies 56-0, 

Those latest eruptions had Bob Stoops 


thinking the Sooners’ offense (averaging 


more than 540 yards per game) is the-most~ 


potent he’s had in his 10 seasons, 

“The only one that would be similar 
is when Jason White was here in 2002 
and 2003," Stoops said. “Jason was pretty 
remarkable, But now that we have no- 
huddled it, it’s just increased it a little more. 
We're a little more productive now but it's 
similar to when Jason was here.” 

Sam Bradford came out of the A&M 
game with the nation’s second-best pass 
efficiency rating, and the Sooners’ ground 
game was being revitalized thanks to a surge 
by DeMarco Murray (804 yards) that more 
than complimented the steady Chris Brown 
(782). And for one play, at least, Bradford 
also added to that mix by producing a 15- 
yard run against the Aggies — the longest 
of his two-year career, 

As superstition goes, this ranks up there 
with talking about a no-hitter before the 
final out has been recorded. During the 
Oklahoma-TEXAS A&M game, 
Johnson had tied the Big 12 record for 


Jerrod 
consecutive pass attempts without an 
interception (213). As he rolled out on the 
next play, an announcement came through 
the press box that Johnson was about to 
establish a Big 12 record, assuming disaster 
didn’t strike. Well, guess what? Keenan 
Clayton promptly picked off the pass and 


4 
Tech defense stealing the show 


Johnson had to settle for sharing the mark 
with former Aggie Reggie McNeal and 
Kansas’ Todd Reesing. And if that wasn’t 
enough, his next pass also got intercepted. 

By the time the game ended, A&M had 
given up its highest point total at Kyle Field 
and also been dealt five home losses for the 
first time in a single season. 

"Colt McCoy*exited TEXAS™ win -against 
Baylor with a 29-7 records the Longhorns’ 
starting quarterback. That’s one victory shy 
of Vince Young's school record for victories 
by a quarterback. 

Jordan Shipley (860 yards) and Quan 
Cosby (802 yards) also came out of the 
Baylor win as the first receiving tandem in 
school history to have 800 yards in the same 
season. 

Meanwhile, Texas quietly extended its 
stretch of having won at least nine games 
to 11 straight seasons, That's the longest 
active string in the nation, and it drew the 
Longhorns into a tie with Notre Dame for 
most all-time victories with 829, 

In TEXAS TECH’s win against Oklahoma 
State, Red Raiders wide receiver Michael 
Crabtree had his 13th straight game with at 
least five receptions and a touchdown. Larry 
Fitzgerald of Pitt holds the NCAA Division 
I-A record of 14 straight games producing 
those numbers, 

OKLAHOMA STATE's Kendall Hunter 
went into the final two games holding a 528- 
yard lead over the Big 12’s No, 2 rusher. 

Chase Daniel came out of MISSOURI’s 

3,264 


passing yards this year. He’s the first Tiger 


win against Kansas State with 


to throw for more than 3,000 yards in three 


consecutive seasons. 


NOVEMBER 28, 2008 HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 11 


12 HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED NOVEME 


ABER 28, 2008 


H MIKE BABCOCK 


Chris Brooks 


6-2, 210, Junior, WR, St. Louis, Mo. 


The reception in the Kansas game was just | reserve’s role. 
the third of Chris Brooks’ Cornhusker career. | “It’s made me more of a man, just waiting, 
And it went for a touchdown. “I was happy | keep grinding,"he said. 
for ‘Brooksie’ quarterback Joe Ganz said at “I'm still the same old Chris. I'm going to 
Nebraska's weekly news conference on the | continue to approach the game the same 
following Tuesday. “He deserves it.” way in practice and everything | do in the 
Whether anyone “deserves” to catch a | same manner. If my opportunity comes, it 
touchdown pass is a matter for philosophical | comes. I'm not going to change. I'm going 
debate, But the point was well-taken. Brooks, | to continue to work hard and continue to do 
a can't-miss, four-star recruit out of high | what I’ve always been doing.” 
school, has maintained perspective and So, more accurately perhaps, he “earned” 
matured the past three-plus years, despite a | that touchdown catch. 


HI: Randy Moss, Terrell Owens or Marvin Harrison? 

BROOKS: I can’t pick anybody else? TO out of that list, Terrell Owens. He’s been struggling a little 
this year, but I think he kind of reminds me of myself in just the physical aspect. He’s a big receiver. 
He has speed; I mean, I don’t have speed like him, but I just see myself in him, the things he can do, 
going across the middle. 


HI: If you could eat only one thing for the next month what would it be? 
BROOKS: I got asked that question before and got bombed. I said Taco Bell and they put it in the 
paper, so I’m going to say baked chicken. 


HI: What do you like to watch on television? 
BROOKS: | like SportsCenter a lot, but it’s a show called Real Chance of Love. 


HI: If you were a contestant on Star Search, what would your talent be? 
BROOKS: I can dance a little bit, so I think I'd be a dancer. 


HI: What do you remember about your recruiting visit to Nebraska? 

BROOKS: I was walking down the street with my mom; it wasn’t a game or anything, and the 

fans and people knowing me just off the Internet. Me coming from St. Louis was kind of a rough 
neighborhood. We were walking around campus and a squirrel was walking on the side of me. My 
mom pointed it out. That signified what kind of town it was, just a peaceful town, where everybody 
cares about you, even squirrels. Where I'm from, the squirrels see you and they run. I shared that 
with Coach. It was significant why I came here, kind of weird but it was. 


HI: Who's the funniest guy on the team? 
BROOKS: Curenski Gilleylen, and next is Menelik Holt. Just getting through practice when we've 
got down time, those guys are making jokes. It makes time go faster. 


HI: What is something very few people know about you? 
BROOKS: I'ma loner. I like to be alone outside of football. I’m not a big go-out guy; I like to be 
alone and hang in the house, play video games. Right now, it’s Madden 09, PlayStation 3. 


HI: What do you have on your iPod? 
BROOKS: Nelly and Lil’ Wayne, right now, they’re big on my iPod. 


HI: If you could spend 30 minutes with a celebrity, sports or otherwise, who would it be and 
what would you talk about? 

BROOKS: Michael Jordan because of the things he’s gone through. Everybody thinks it was 
all roses for him but it wasn’t. There’s always got to be something inside of you. I’d just want to 
know what drove him to not even being able to make the team as a freshman to going out and 
being one of the best basketball players of all time. 


HI: Did you pick a No. 1 jersey? 

BROOKS: Coz (Kevin Cosgrove) came up and asked me did I want No. | my sophomore year 
because Zack (Bowman) was switching to No. 14. I did. My friend Brandon Williams went 

to Wisconsin with Coz and he switched to No. 1. I was like, “I'll take it.” I had 23 when I 

was a freshman. I wore 23 in high school. But I was like, “OK, let's do it.” I’ve still got the 23 
hanging in my living room. 


Among Brian Lehmann'’s duties as 
Nebraska's director of sports nutrition is 
coordinating road meals for all Husker 
teams. 

“The biggest thing when we're feeding 
our teams is having a balance between 
giving the athletes some of what they want 
and some of what they need,” he said. 
“Going into a game, we want to make 
sure that we're eating good foods that are 
going to give the team good energy so they 
can play well. Then, after the game, we 
emphasize more of the foods that they like. 

“So, after the game, they’re getting things 
like pizza and chicken wings and that sort 
of thing. There’s a time to eat those things 
and a time not to eat them.” 

The 30-year-old Lehmann is in his 
second year at Nebraska. In his role, he 
directs body composition/frame analysis, 
nutrition education, weight management, 


WITH STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


Brian Lehmann 


Feeding and teaching Husker athletes 


eating disorder prevention and 
counseling and use of sports 
supplements. 

“Ultimately, my job is to help 
athletes pick out a nutrition plan that’s 
right for them,” Lehmann said. “It’s about 
treating them as individuals and helping 
them develop an individualized nutrition 
plan that helps them meet their personal 
goals. That’s why I got into this.” 

Lehmann grew up in Sabetha, Kan., 
two hours south of Lincoln. He previously 
served in strength and conditioning and 
sports nutrition capacities at Kansas State 
and Tennessee. He received dual bachelor’s 
degrees in kinesiology and human nutrition 
from Kansas State in 2001. He received 
a master’s degree from Tennessee in 
2003 in human performance and sports 
administration. 

“T grew up with an appreciation of 


what Nebraska football was all about,” he 
said. “From an early age, going into high 
school, I always knew I wanted to do this 
as a career. My dream job was working 

at Nebraska, so I’m really getting an 
opportunity to do what I love to do.” 

He appreciates working at a university 
that’s forever committed to its athletes. 

“A lot of places talk about providing good 
sports nutrition for their athletes,” he said. 
“But things like the athletic training table 
at Nebraska really goes above and beyond. 
There’s substance behind what we're doing. 
We're just not handing you a piece of paper 
that says, ‘Go eat these foods.’ We actually 
provide those supplements for you. That’s 
a real benefit for me because not a lot of 
places have that.” 


Matt Hoskinson 


Former O-lineman embraces new direction 


Yes, Matt Hoskinson misses the game. 

“T miss playing,” he said. “I realize I can’t anymore. I’m old.” 
But what he misses most are his teammates and coaches. “It’s 
probably the most common theme. We'll get together, and guys will 

say, ‘I miss the locker room.’ 

“You miss playing cards in the locker room and hanging out with 
the boys, going to the team movie, the camaraderie, because you do 
lose some of that when you leave and you start your family, start 
working. You really miss that. 

“You spend so much time with those guys, and when you leave, 
you lose a little bit of that. Of course, you stay in touch with some of 
them. But that’s the thing guys most commonly miss, being around 
the guys and being around the coaches.” 

Even though his playing days are done, Hoskinson remains 
involved with football through two radio programs broadcast on 
Omaha’s ESPN 1620 The Zone: “The Husker Radio Hour” on 
Thursday nights and “The Mak and Matt Show” on Saturday 
mornings. 

“Mak” is former Cornhusker teammate Joel Makovicka. 


BY MIKE BABCOCK 


MATT HOSKINSON 


LETTERS: 1995-97 

POSITION: Offensive Line 

CURRENT: Stryker, medical equipment, 
Omaha 

WIFE: Jaime 


CHILDREN; Sam (5), Luke (2) 
Because he’s part of 


the Nebraska football 
family, Hoskinson considers himself justified in being “judgmental,” 
he said. “I pulled no punches about that last regime because I felt they 
were in it for themselves, in it for a career, not really considerate of the 
people of Nebraska, former players, records that we held very dear, 
things that were important to us, 

“There’s a lot of animosity between the former players and how 
the previous regime was run, But I'll tell you what, we fully support 
Bo (Pelini). | hate to speak for everybody, but there have been very 
few, if any, guys I have spoken 
to that aren’t excited about Bo 
being in there, the things he 
brings to the table and the type 
of person he is. People talk 
about it all the time; he gets it. 
I’m not sure what ‘it’ is. I’m 
not sure how to define ‘it.’ But 
he does.” 
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he saying ‘you can’t win 


BY RICK SHAW 


them all’ might very well 
have been coined by a 
college football recruiter. 
Luring a class of top-flight athletes 
to campus is not without its 
challenges. With many other big- 
time programs recruiting the same 
prospects, it’s safe to say that most 
schools lose more battles than they 
win. 

Nebraska has shown a good 
ability throughout the fall in 
adjusting to the highs and lows 
of the recruiting process. When 
certain players have pledged to 
different schools, the Huskers have 
shifted their focus towards other, 
equally talented, prospects. 

Over the past month, the 
Huskers have seen two of their top running 
back prospects opt for other colleges. 
Four-star prospect (5-10, 186- 
pounds) of Midwest City (Okla.) Carl Albert 
committed to the University of Tennessee in 
late September over offers from Nebraska, 
Florida State, Michigan and _ others. 
Honolulu (Hawaii) Punahou blue-chipper 

chose UCLA over the 
‘Big Red’ and several other suitors. 

To their credit, the Huskers wasted no 
time in identifying another standout runner 
to try and lure to Lincoln. 

, 26-0, 192-pound speedster (4.4- 
second 40-yard dash) from Winter Springs 
(Fla.) visited the Nebraska campus in early 
November to watch the Huskers’ win over 
the Kansas Jayhawks. He came away from 
the trip holding Nebraska atop his list of 
favorites. 


“Man, I had a heck of a time,” McBurse 


ortage of options 


said. “Oh I hada great time. It was everything 


there. The fans, you know it was just crazy. 
Everything was about football. I liked the 
athletic facilities, it was just great.” 

“I didn’t make a decision but I really 
liked it a lot. “I’ve got to talk it over with my 
parents and everything. Yeah I think they've 
got the lead now.” 

Rated the nation’s No. 35 running 
back prospect by Rivals.com (three-stars), 
McBurse also holds offers from Cincinnati, 
Georgia Tech, Kansas, Minnesota, Purdue, 
South Florida, Wake Forest, Central Florida 
and others. He has rushed for 1,890 yards on 
165 carries in only eight games this season. 
He has also rushed for 19 scores. 

As a junior, the Sunshine State star rushed 
for 1,384 yards and nine touchdowns. He 
said he sees the opportunity to fit in well 
with Nebraska’s offensive scheme. 

“T liked academic-wise the way Nebraska 


supports their players and stay on top of 


everything.” McBurse said. “I 
also like the way they use their 
running backs. That offense 
is real nice. They told me that 
they feel like I can come there 
and play. We have to see how 
everything goes, but they think I 
could help the team out.” 
Top defensive end prospect 
(6-3, 220- 
pounds) of Las Vegas (Nev.) 
the 


Silverado disappointed 


Husker coaches, along with 
many other schools, when he 
announced his commitment 
to UCLA a couple of weeks 
ago. The four-star prospect 
had visited Lincoln earlier this 
season. 

However, Nebraska is 
looking to ease the pain of that loss with the 
potential pledge of (6-4, 
248-pounds) out of Gaithersburg (Md.) 
Quince Orchard. The four-star defensive 
end visited Lincoln during the first weekend 
of November and came away from the trip 
very high on the Huskers. 

“Tloved my visit,” Ankrah said. “Nebraska 
was different but in a really good way. It felt 
like home to me and I didn’t really expect 
that. I liked the coaches, the players were 
really cool to hang out with, the facilities 
were amazing and the depth chart looks 
good to me. I had a great visit.” 

“I felt the love and have from the start 
with them. They’ve been recruiting me so 
hard and I spent more than an hour with 
Bo Pelini talking about the program and the 
school.” 

Ankrah, rated the nation’s No. 10 strong 


side defensive end prospect by Rivals, is also 
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considering tenders from Penn State, Virginia 
Tech, North Carolina State, Maryland, 
Michigan and others. He admitted, however, 
that the Nittany Lions and Huskers are going 
to be tough to beat. 

“(Nebraska is) far away, but I feel 
comfortable enough where I could see myself 
playing there,” Ankrah said. “I would put 
them up there with Penn State now as my 
leaders.” 

Ankrah starred on both sides of the 
ball for Quince Orchard in 2007 and was 
named first-team all-area as an offensive 
lineman. He has already taken an official 
visit to Michigan and said he plans to take 
official trips to Penn State, North Carolina 
State and Virginia Tech 
and an unofficial visit 
to. Maryland before 
finalizing a decision. 

“] don’t have the dates 
set yet or anything,” 
Ankrah said. “T’ll do that 
soon. I plan on taking 
all five visits and then 
deciding. It’s between my 
five officials and Maryland 
as my finalists.” 

Another four-star 
prospect from Quince 
Orchard made the trip to 
Lincoln, and like Ankrah, 
now holds the Huskers 
in his top two. Despite 
being committed to 
Stanford, defensive tackle 
TERRENCE STEPHENS 
(6-2, 285-pounds) took a 
visit to Nebraska and now 
admits that the Huskers 
could play a factor in his final college 
decision. 

Stephens, rated the nation’s No. 32 
defensive tackle prospect by Rivals, earned 
first-team all-state honors as a junior, racking 
up 65 total tackles and 11 sacks. He also 


holds offers from Penn State, Virginia Tech, 
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West Virginia, Syracuse, among others. 

“Being in a position when I was playing 
football, when I was younger, I would have 
never expected to be offered by Nebraska,” 
Stephens said. “The tradition that Nebraska 
has had with football, it just didn’t even 
cross my mind that Nebraska was even 
interested.” 

Other Nebraska prospects have dropped 


off the Husker recruiting board in the past 


couple of weeks. Austin (Texas) S.F. Austin 
wide receiver EMORY BLAKE pledged to 
Texas Tech. Safety DAYTAWION LOWE 
of Midwest City (Okla.) Carl Albert chose 
Oklahoma State over the ‘Big Red’ and 
defensive tackle SIOSAIA TUIPULOTU of 


Euless (Texas) Trinity picked Utah. 

However, with every recruiting 
disappointment comes new possibilities. 
Nebraska’s coaches know it comes with 
the territory. They're just hoping that the 
positives outweigh the negatives when 


February Signing Day rolls around. N 


COMMITTED 


A a 
LOYALTY AND TRUST 

He was not a prospect that the public 
even knew the Huskers were targeting. 

Tallahassee (Fla.) Lincoln cornerback 
DEANDRE BYRD, who picked off 
four passes as a junior, had racked up 
numerous scholarship offers this summer. 
But in early August, a report surfaced that 
he had delivered a surprise commitment 
to Nebraska. 

Byrd's coach Kyle Rice and anybody else 
you talk to in Florida who is close to him 
will tell you a big part of his decision to 
join NU was because of head coach BO 
PELINI. 

He's not having second thoughts with 
Signing Day approaching. 

“| think he’s shut that door,’ Rice said 
about Byrd‘s recruiting process. “He's a 
real loyal kid. When he trusts you, then 
he trusts you and he's not looking for 
anything else.” 

The first time he met Pelini was taking a 
trip to LSU with former Lincoln teammate 
TJ. Bryant last year. Since that time and 
his August commitment, the focus for 
Byrd has been academics. Coach Rice says 
that he’s working hard in order to be fully 
qualified as soon as possible. 

With Byrd being the top returning 
corner after Bryant's departure to 
Southern Cal, Rice says that teams learned 
quickly to stop throwing his direction. 

“He's played great,” Rice said about Byrd. 
“You know it’s hard when you're out there 
on the corner and things go the other 
direction. But, that certainly says more 
about his play though than maybe four or 
five interceptions...” 
by John Talman, Recruiting Publisher 
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RecruitingNotebook 


Add a linebacker to the mix 


by Sean Stevens 


Euless, Texas linebacker EARNEST NORMAN 
(5-11/220/3-stars) 


the Huskers game with Kansas as an oral 


came to Lincoln for 
commitment to the Jayhawks. He left as NU’s 
16th pledge for their 2009 class. 

“It’s about the program, the academics, 
my cousin, the game, the players, the fans,” 
Norman said. “Man, the tradition, just how it 
surrounds the whole community and the whole 
state.” 

His cousin is Nebraska running back commit 
DONTRAYEVOUS ROBINSON. Along with 
Robinson, he will be bringing some other family 
with him to Lincoln next fall — his girlfriend and 
their daughter. 

Norman was unsure which of the three 
linebacker slots he would be playing to start his 
college career. 

“They think I can play all three, but they 
don’t know which one yet,” he said. “They 
were happy for me and that I have the chance to 
come in and play early. They just said they were 
happy to have me come and be a Husker.” 
tallied 126 three 


Norman tackles and 


EARNEST NORMAN 


interceptions as a junior, his third year as a 
starter at perennial Texas powerhouse Euless 
Trinity. He is listed by Rivals.com as the No. 
63-ranked player in Texas at all positions and 
the No. 39-ranked inside linebacker nationally. 

He says that he is now finished with 
recruiting. 

“Yeah,” he said. “It can’t get any better than 
this.” 


2009 Nebraska a tess List (16) 
Name Pos. Wt. Hometown (High School) 
Nick Ash OL 6-5 261 Keller, Texas (Keller) 
Shawn Bodtmann OLB 6-0 205 Scranton, Pa. (West Scranton) 
DeAndre Byrd cB 5-10 170 Tallahassee, Fla. (Lincoln) 
Jess Coffey OL 6-7 270 Denton, Texas (Guyer) 
Emerson Evans DE 6-1 230 Houston, Texas (Alief Taylor) 
Cody Green QB 6-4 220 Dayton, Texas (Dayton) 
JT. Kerr TE 6-4 230 Corona, Calif. (Scripps Ranch) 

| Taylor Martinez ATH 6-0 176 Corona, Calif. (Centennial) 
Earnest Norman LB 5-11 220 Euless, Texas (Trinity) 

| Cole Pensick DL 6-2 250 Lincoln, Neb. (Northeast) 
Thaddeus Randle DL 61 255 Galena Park, Texas (North Shore) 
Dontrayevous Robinson RB 6-1 215 Euless, Texas (Trinity) 
Jeremia Sirles OL 6-6 280 Lakewood, Colo. (Bear Creek) 
Brent Qvale OL 6-7 300 Williston, N.D. (Williston) 
Chris Williams LB 6-0 230 Abilene, Texas (Abilene) 
CJ. Zimmerer FB 6-0 213 Omaha, Neb. (Omaha Gross) 
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SIDELINES 


BELL RETURNS 


Wide receiver ANTONIO BELL 
(6-1/190/3-star) of Daytona Beach, 
Fla., signed with Nebraska last 
February, but problems with his 
standardized test scores prohibited 
him from joining the program 
this fall. Rather than take the 
“traditional” junior college route, 
Bell decided to sit out the fall 
semester and work on getting the 
score he needed. 

Bell made the trip to Lincoln 
for the Kansas game at his own 
expense — his first game experience 
at Nebraska. 

“| pretty much saw everything 
last January when I was here, but 
this was my first Nebraska game. 
Basically, the game really blew me 
away. It was my first time in a game 
atmosphere of this kind and it was 
amazing. 

“Seeing everybody again and 
talking to the coaches again was 
great, too.” 

If Bell gets the needed score, he 
will join the Husker program in 
January and be eligible for spring 
practice. 


BODTMANN VISITS 

Linebacker commitment SHAWN 
BODTMANN (6-0/205/3-stars) of 
Scranton, Pa., took his official visit 
to Nebraska for the Kansas game 
as well. 

“| was at Nebraska for the spring 
game,’ Bodtmann said, “and that 
was great. The game against Kansas 
though was like 100 times better. 
The fans were just so into it” 

“I've been to games at Pitt, 
Syracuse and Rutgers but those 
game atmospheres don't even 
compare. They didn’t even pack the 
stadiums on the days | was there. 
At Nebraska, they have the NCAA 


record for consecutive sellouts.” 


ZACH POTTER 
PRESSURES 

KANSAS STATE 
QUARTERBACK 


=z FREEMAN ‘ ‘ “ISAS 4G STATE 72 - 


oe Ganz’s first pass 
attempt against 
Kansas State ended 
with an all-too- 
familiar result for 
the Nebraska senior 
quarterback. 
Looking for Nate 
Swift on a crossing 
pattern over the middle, Ganz’s pass was 
thrown behind the senior wide receiver. 
Acting on instinct, Swift reached back for 
the ball and tipped it into the air. 

Swift’s quick reflexes wound up being 
a bad thing for Nebraska. Kansas State’s 
Courtney Herndon intercepted the 
tipped pass and returned it 52 yards for 
a touchdown, giving the upset-minded 
Wildcats a 7-0 lead less than four minutes 
into the game. 

“That was a tough start to the game 
and it was a bad throw by me,” Ganz said. 
“We had them in the coverage we wanted 
them in and their linebacker ran our tight 
end into Nate Swift and knocked him off 
balance, which really threw everything out 
of whack. 

“Tt was a bad throw and it was a 
mistake, but I didn’t want it to hurt us 
down the road so I pretty much forgot 
about it. I was more upset I didn’t make 
the tackle.” 

It marked the second consecutive road 
game that Ganz’s first pass attempt was 
intercepted and returned for a score as the 
same thing had happened in Nebraska’s 
62-28 loss at Oklahoma. However, this time 
Ganz and the Huskers responded much 
differently, taking their next possession 73 
yards on nine plays to tie the score at 7-7 


on Roy Helu’s l-yard TD run. 
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Joe Ganz overcame an interception on his first pass to lead the Huskers to a 56-28 victory. 


In the end, Nebraska’s ability to 
overcome early adversity on the road 
resulted in a 56-28 victory over the 
Wildcats. 

Even after Kansas State’s defensive 
score, Swift said his confidence never 
wavered. 

“T think we have a team that can make 


a mistake and put it behind us and go to 


the next drive with a fresh mentality and 
be able to score like we did,” Swift said. “I 
think it’s pretty easy to put something like 
that behind you because it was a tipped 
ball and that’s going to happen every once 
and awhile. I think we did a nice job of 


coming back and scoring.” 


— by Terry Douglass 
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NEBRASKA 56, KANSAS STATE 28 


Even with starting tackles and 

ailing, Nebraska's 340 rushing yards 
were its most in a Big 12 game since getting 352 yards 
against Kansas in 2002. QB (career-high 95 
yards rushing) showed he’s a true threat with his feet. 


PASSING: 


While Ganz’‘s final stats paled in comparison to his record- 
setting day against Kansas State in 2007, he was solid, passing 
for 270 yards and two TDs. Ganz’s lone interception was a 
tipped ball returned for a score — his third pick-six thrown 
this season. 


RUSHING DEFENSE: 


Nebraska’s defensive line dominated for a second 
consecutive week, helping to limit the Wildcats to 59 
yards rushing (1.8 yards per attempt), despite having only 
one of its three starting linebackers available. Backup LBs 
and stepped up. 


PASSING DEFENSE: 


Two big plays allowed, including a 63-yard TD pass, were 
offset by four sacks as Nebraska limited Kansas State 
quarterback Josh Freeman to a 7-of-18 passing effort for 
114 yards before knocking him out in the third quarter 
with a concussion. 


KICKING/SPECIAL TEAMS: 


The inability to keep KSU’s speedy Brandon Banks in check 
was the only glaring downfall as he ripped off a 98-yarder 
and finished with 167 kickoff return yards. On the plus 
side, returned five punts for 48 yards and the 
Huskers got a turnover in punt coverage. 


X 


Rickey Thenarse sacks quarterback Josh Freeman for a 14-yard loss. 


Ndamukong Suh and Pierre Allen wrap up Lemark Brown. 
The two combined for 8 tackles and 3 tackles for loss. 


Senior I-back Marlon Lucky rushed for 47 yards on 11 carries. 


huskersillustrated.com NOVEMBER 28, 2008 HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 19 


PHOTOS BY SCOTT BRUHN 


For the first time this season, black 


jerseys were in evidence at practice. Eleven 


defenders were awarded  Blackshirts 
beforehand thatday: linemen F 
and , 

linebackers and 
and backs a 
’ ONY and 


The Blackshirts were pulled last season 
following the Oklahoma State game. The 
coaches made the decision on Sunday to 
hand them out. The jerseys were put in 
lockers while the players were in meetings. 
Coach said only 11 would be 
handed out and players would have to 
continue to play at an acceptable level in 


order to keep the coveted jerseys. 


The Blackshirts quickly established a 


presence at Bill Snyder Family Stadium. 
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Kansas State finished the first half with 
rushing net of minus-7 yards. The Wildcats 
finished with a net of 59 yards rushing on 
32 carries, an average of 1.8 yards per carry, 


and 247 total yards. 


TOTAL OFFENSE 


Quarterback broke the school 
single-season record for total offense early in 
the third quarter, completing a pass to tight 
end . Ganz finished with 365 
yards of total offense, to increase his career 
total to 3,351 yards. The previous record, 
3,165 yards, was set by during 
the 2006 season. Ganz also rushed for a 
career-high 95 yards and two touchdowns. 
He completed 16-of-25 passes for 270 
yards and two touchdowns and became 
only the second player in school history to 
pass for 3,000 or more yards in a season. His 


season’s total is 3,103. The school record, 


set by Taylor in 2006, is 3,197 yards. 

Ganz’s 95 rushing yards were the most in 
a game by a Cornhusker quarterback since 
2003, when rushed for 109 
yards against Texas A&M. 


NO GLOATING 


out-played Kansas State 
quarterback Josh Freeman. The statistics 
bore that out. Sophomore Carson Coffman 
replaced Freeman midway through the 
third quarter. “As a competitor, you do get 
some satisfaction,” said Ganz. “Josh is a 
good kid, and we talked after the game. You 
never wish anything bad on anyone, but as 
a competitor, you want to out-play every 
quarterback you play against. It’s not really 
about the numbers but more about winning 
and losing.” 
The victory was Nebraska’s fourth in a 


row against Kansas State. 


NEBRASKA 56, KANSAS STATE 28 


MARCUS MENDOZA 


WHAT A RUSH: The Cornhuskers rushed for 340 yards on 53 carries, an average of 
6.4 yards per attempt. The 340 rushing yards were their most against a Big 12 opponent since 


2002, when they ran for 352 yards against Kansas. Their previous rushing high this season was 


330 yards against New Mexico State. 


The rushing attack was balanced, with five players gaining 47 yards or more, led by 
quarterback JOE GANZ (11-95) and I-back ROY HELU, JR. (13-72). Redshirted freshman 
MARCUS MENDOZA got 10 carries and gained 58 yards, 31 of them coming on a touchdown 


run with 3:05 remaining. 


CREDIT THE LINE 


The key to containing Kansas State 
quarterback Josh Freeman was the play of the 
defensive line, according to linebacker TYLER 
WORTMAN. “The same thing happened last 
week with our defensive line, where we were able 
to get a good pass rush on the quarterback.” 

ZACH POTTER and NDAMUKONG SUH 


each had a sack against Freeman. 


NOT AVAILABLE, NOT 


Coach BO PELINI opened his post-game 
interview by indicating the players would not 
be available for interviews — as was the case 
following Nebraska’s last road game, a 62-28 
loss against Oklahoma. He was just kidding 
this time, however. Even so, “to me, allowing 28 
points means we were sloppy,” he said. “I don’t 
think it’s an indication of how we played on the 
defensive side of the ball. But you’re going to 
give up extra points when you make mistakes. 
We were sloppy with penalties on both sides 
of the ball, and (giving up) the special-teams 


score. We’re a work in progress.” 
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NO CODY GLENN 


Senior linebacker CODY GLENN didn’t make 
the trip to Manhattan. On the Tuesday afternoon 
before the game, coach BO PELINI announced 
that Glenn was suspended indefinitely. Pelini 
didn’t indicate a reason for the suspension and 


said he would have no further comment. 


AMONG THE INJURED 


Offensive tackle LYDON MURTHA and 
middle linebacker PHILLIP DILLARD were 
sidelined again, Murtha with a foot injury, 
Dillard with a high ankle sprain, suffered in 
the Baylor game. JAIVORIO BURKES, who 
started for Murtha limped off the field in the 
first half and was replaced by MARCEL JONES. 
With Dillard sidelined and CODY GLENN 
suspended, Nebraska relied primarily on TYLER 
WORTMAN, BLAKE LAWRENCE, COLTON 
KOEHLER and MATTHEW MAY when it used 
alignments with linebackers. 

For the second week in a row, wide receiver 
MENELIK HOLT played sparingly because of 
an MCL injury. 


° 
: 
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HAVING A BABY 
GREG SHARPE, the radio voice 


of the Huskers, was in Manhattan 


and then he wasn't. His wife went 
into labor the morning of the 
game, and he returned to Lincoln 
to be with her. LANE GRINDLE, 
ordinarily a sideline reporter 
and host of the network's Sports 
Nightly, took over play-by-play 
duties. 

Sharpe was formerly the play-by- 
play announcer for the Kansas State 


broadcast network. 


HUSKER CAPTAINS 

Nebraska's captains for the 
game were senior cornerback 
ARMANDO MURILLO, sophomore 
linebacker BLAKE LAWRENCE, 
sophomore I-back ROY HELU, JR. 
and sophomore place-kicker ALEX 
HENERY. 


TRAVELING SENIORS 

Nebraska took 73 players to 
Manhattan instead of the usual 70. 
The Big 12 allows teams to take all 
of their seniors to one game each 
season. Among those traveling for 
the first time were senior offensive 
guard ANDY CHRISTENSEN, 
redshirted freshman I-back AUSTIN 
JONES and sophomore defensive 
end TYRONE FAHIE. Junior safety 
MAJOR CULBERT was not among 
those who traveled. 
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GameStats 


UMMARY FFENSIVE INDIVID TATISTIC 


Nov. 15, 2008 Rushing No Gain Lost Net Avg TD lg Rushing No Gain Lost Net Avg TD lg 

Snyder Stadium - Manhattan, Kan Ganz lw 97 2 95 86 2 25 Brown 13 52 3 49 38 oO 15 

Attendance: 48,444 Helu Jr. 13 80 8 72 55 2 24 Dold 9 19 0 19 21 0 6 

Mendoza 10 63 5 58 58 1 31 | Banks a eS Bey ee 

Ist 2nd 3rd 4th Tot Coffman 2 5 0 5 25 1 4 

Nebraska 4 21 0 21 56 Castille 6 51 0 51 85 1 37 Freeman 6 22 49 27 45 0 WW 

Kansas State 7 7 7 28 2g | Lucky 1 4s o 47 43 OO 12 | Total 32: TAT Se) 5S AK 4S 
Lee 2 7 0 v7 85 0 VW 

First Quarter Total 53 355 15 340 64 6 37 | Passing Att Comp % Int Yds TD Lg 

NU KS Freeman 18 7 389 o 114 1 63 

KS Herndon TD INT Passing Att Comp % Int Yds TD Lg Coffman 8 5S 625 0 74 0 5) 

(Rossman Kick) 11:51 0 7 Ganz 25 16 640 Ti “27° sy Sg" | total 26 12 46.2 o 188 $1 63 

NU HeluJr. 1-yard Run Receivi N 1D Ll Receiving No Yds TD lg 

(Henery Kick) 07:13 tcp Weer 4 ba i 32 | Pierce 4 94 1 63 

ive: Murph 4 65 0 

Drive: 9 plays 73 yds 4:38 McNeill 3 52 = 29 —_ y : : ~! : 

NU Castille 37-yard Run Peterson 4 47 1 19 | Mastrud 1 13 0 13 

(Henery Kick) 02:28 14 7 Young 2 42 0 23 Total 12 188 1 63 
Drive: 6 plays 81 yds 3:06 Paul 3 31 0 12 

rane , Total 16 270 2 36 Punting No Avg lg Blk TB FC 50+ In20 

Second Quarter Pierson 1 440 44 i) 0 0 0 0 

KS Pierce Pass from Freeman 63-yards Puntin No Avg Lg Bik TB FC 50+ Inzo | Fulhage 5 386 47 0 90 1 oO 1 

(Ro: Kick) 14:07 14 «414 9 9 ‘9 Total 6 395 47 0 0 1 O 1 
eTOCs Ve Titchener 4 378 43 #08 ©O 1 O 2 


Drive: 6 plays 80 yds 3:21 
NU Helu Jr. 24-yard Run 


Drive: plays 30 yds 06 — 4 HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED BOWL PREDICTIONS 


NU Peterson Pass from Ganz 5-yards SUES EME 
(Henery Kick) 07:05 2804 TV/DATE/TIME BIG 12TEAM POSSIBLE OPPONENT 


Drive: 7 plays 35 yds 2:55 


BCS TITLE GAME 


NU McNeill Pass from Ganz 18-yards 


(Henery Kick) 00:44 35 14 Miami ALABAMA 
Drive: 8 plays 54 yds 2:23 FOX 
Third 8 
ird Quarter 
KS Coffman 1-yard Run 7 p.m. 
(Rossman Kick) 02:52 35 21 


Drive: 9 plays 92 yds 3:08 FIESTA 
Glendale, Ariz. 
Fourth Quarter FOX 
NU Ganz 25-yard Run 
(Henery Kick) 14:47 42.21 V5 
Drive: 8 plays 84 yds 3:05 7 p.m. 


KS Banks TD KO 


(Rossman Kick) 14:33 42.28 COTTON 
Dallas 
NU Ganz 14-yard Run FOX 
(Henery Kick) 11:57 49 28 1/2 
Drive: 6 plays 72 yds 2:36 1pm. 


NU Mendoza 31-yard Run 
(Henery Kick) 03:05 56 28 
Drive: 4 plays 51 yds 1:32 


TEAM STATS 


HOLIDAY 
San Diego 
ESPN 
12/30 
7pm. 


OREGON 


Total First Downs. 13 
Rushing... oe 38 6 ALAMO ee 
Passing ... WW 5 San Antonio OKLAHOMA 
peat ee. ESPN NORTHWESTERN 
Yards Gained Rushing 355111 12/29 l 
Yards Lost Rushing... 15 52 7pm. 


Net Yards Rushing. . 340 59 

Net Yards Passing .... 270 188 SUN 
Passes Attempted .. 25 26 
Passes Completed .. 16 12 EI Paso, Texas 
Flats InterCepteddy. sss wacrswgs vasa hes cused 1 0 ARIZONA/ 
Percent Completion 64.0% 46.2% CAL 
Yards per Attempt .. 10.8 7.2 


Yards per Completion. 
Total Offensive Plays . aah 
Total Net Yards....... -.610 247 


INSIGHT 


Avg. Gain Per Play .........c-cscccesesssccesces 78 43 i 
Fumbles: No-Lost .. 1-1 3-1 UES aee WISCONSIN 
Penalties: No-Yards. 7-56 5-25 v 
Punts: No-Yards . . .-4-151 6-237 12/31 ‘ ht 

Avg. Per Punt .378 395 4:30 p.m, | ‘ BOWL 


Avg. Net Punt ...... 
Punt Returns: No-Yards. 
Kickoff Returns: No-Yards. . 


TEMPE * ARIZONA 


Huskers Illustrated believes there is an excellent chance the Huskers will be 
selected for the Kinoka Gator Bow! in Jacksonville, Fla., on Jan. 1 for several 


Interception Returns: No-Yards . . 4 

Fumble Returns: No-Yards .. 00 0-0 reasons. The Gator Bowl has the option of selecting a Big 12 team prior to the 

ene ie es... aoe ste Alamo Bow!'s selection. Most predict the Gator Bow! will take a 7-5 Notre Dame 

Third-Down Conversions... 743 2B team over a Big 12 team. However, Notre Dame’s wins have come against 
Percentage........... 53.8% 15.4% opponents with a combined record of 18-46 and the Gator Bowl has never taken 

Fourth-Down Conversions. ...............2..--5- 1-1 1-4 


Percentage........... 100.0% 25.0% 
Sacks By: NoVards «oi cicss.c.dsccaiasdscsasca - - 
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Sat, 


Sat, 


Sa 


Sa 


Aug. 30 


Sept. 6 


Sept. 13 


Sat., 


Sa 


Sat., 


Sat, 


Sat, 


Sat, 


. 


» Sept. 27 


Oct. 4 


4 Oct. 11 


Oct. 18 


Oct. 25 


Nov. 1 


Nov. 8 


Sat., Nov. 15 


Fri., Nov. 28 


Sat., Dec. 6 


Western Michigan 
San Jose State 
New Mexico State 
Virginia Tech 

#4/3 Missouri 

#7 Texas Tech 
lowa State 

Baylor 

Oklahoma 

Kansas 

Kansas State 


Colorado 


Big 12 Championship 
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Memorial Stadium 
Memorial Stadium 
Memorial Stadium 
Memorial Stadium 
Memorial Stadium 
at Lubbock, Texas 
at Ames, lowa 
Memorial Stadium 
at Norman, Okla. 


Memorial Stadium 


at Manhattan, Kan. 


Memorial Stadium 


at Kansas City, Mo. 


(Arrowhead Stadium) 


W, 47-24 

W, 35-12 

W, 38-7 

L, 30-35 

L, 17-52 

L, 31-37 (OT) 
W, 35-7 

W, 32-20 

L, 28-62 

W, 45-35 

W, 56-28 
2:30 p.m. (ABC) 


7 p.m. (ABC) 


NEBRASKA 56, KANSAS STATE 28 


THE PAUL FELL PREDICTION 


NOVEMBER 28, 2008 
THE BUFFS ARE GUESTS OF HONOR AT THE ANNUAL 
HUSKER POST-THANKSGIVING FEAST! 


NU 52-17 
KSU 28-24 
TT 48-45 
UT 49-13 
MU 45-28 


Colorado at Nebraska 
lowa State at Kansas State 
Texas Tech at Oklahoma 
Texas A&M at Texas 
Kansas at Missouri 


NU 52-20 
KSU 38-35 
TT 49-48 
UT 56-13 
MU 42-3 


Colorado at Nebraska 
lowa State at Kansas State 
Texas Tech at Oklahoma 
Texas A&M at Texas 
Kansas at Missouri 


NU 38-21 
KSU 33-17 
OU 56-35 
UT 45-10 
MU 49-31 


Colorado at Nebraska 
lowa State at Kansas State 
Texas Tech at Oklahoma 
Texas A&M at Texas 
Kansas at Missouri 


NU 41-17 

KSU 31-21 
OU 52-45 (OT) 
UT 41-13 
MU 45-27 


Colorado at Nebraska 
lowa State at Kansas State 
Texas Tech at Oklahoma 
Texas A&M at Texas 
Kansas at Missouri 


NU 38-23 
KSU 37-34 
OU 45-41 
UT 41-13 
MU 48-38 


Colorado at Nebraska 
lowa State at Kansas State 
Texas Tech at Oklahoma 
Texas A&M at Texas 
Kansas at Missouri 
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—_PREVIEWING  ——— 


Nation's top prep RB 
makes immediate impact 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


RUNNING BACK Darrell Scott arrived on 
the Colorado campus last spring amid ample 


hyperbole after posting jaw-dropping statistics 


in high school. 

How well has Scott handled the hype this 
season? 

“I’ve said from the get-go that I think 
he’s a great player,” Colorado head coach 
Dan Hawkins said of the true freshman. 
But he’s really a great person as well. 

He’s been awesome and worked hard and 
never was jealous of Rodney (Stewart) or 
anything.” 

The 6-0, 225-pound Scott, of Ventura, 
Calif., has been bothered for much of the 
season by an ankle injury and played mostly 
second-fiddle to Stewart through nine games. 
But Stewart, also a freshman, broke his leg in 
a 24-17 loss Nov. | at Texas A&M, thrusting 
Scott into the starting lineup for the first time 
this season in a Nov. 8 home game against 
Iowa State. Scott finished with 87 yards on a 
season-high 19 carries. 

On Colorado’s first possession of the 
second half against Iowa State, Scott had six 
carries, including a 37-yard run to help set 
up the Buffaloes’ first points of the game. 
Through 10 games, Scott had carried 85 
times for 344 yards (4.1 per carry) and a 
touchdown. 

As a senior in 2007 at St. Bonaventure 
High, he ran for 2,433 yards and 34 
touchdowns. He could have played at 
virtually any college in the country but 
selected Colorado in large part because he 
bonded well with the Buffs’ coaches. 

“Dan Hawkins has a vision, and I want to 
be part of that vision,” Scott told reporters 
last February when he officially signed his 
letter of intent. “Hopefully, we can pull ina 
national championship.” 

Although Colorado has struggled this 
season — in large part because of injuries — 
Hawkins remains upbeat. 

“T know we’re a scrappy bunch,” he said. 
“T think the players have done a nice job 
battling back every week.” 
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SERIES NOTE 


Nebraska captured nine games in a row 
in the series before its stunning 62-36 loss 
at Colorado in 2001. The Huskers entered 
that game ranked second nationally. After 
a series of upsets involving top teams 
late in the 2001 season, Big Red went 
on to play in the Rose Bow! national 
championship game (losing 37-14 to 
Miami). 

The Huskers have endured their 
struggles since those two games,reflected 
by the fact the Huskers are just 3-4 against 
the Buffs since 2000. 

Colorado captured last season’s game 
65-51 despite allowing 610 yards of total 
offense. The Buffaloes, however, racked 
up 518 yards, and Bill Callahan and 
most of his staff were fired the next day 
following a 5-7 finish. 


® 


a SCOTT 


COLORADO 

QUICK FACTS 
Head coach: Dan Hawkins (66-33 in seven- 
plus seasons overall; 13-22 in two-plus 
seasons at CU) 
Enrollment: 29,461 
Colors: Silver, Black and Gold 
2007 record: 6-7 (4-4 Big 12) 
Starters returning/lost: 14/8 


2008 SCHEDULE 
8/31 Colorado State W, 38-17 
9/6 Eastern Washington W, 31-24 
9/18 West Virginia W, 17-14 OT 
9/27 at Florida State L, 39-21 
10/4 Texas L, 38-14 
10/11 at Kansas L, 30-14 
10/18 Kansas State W, 14-13 
10/25 at Missouri L, 58-0 
11/1 at Texas A&M L, 24-17 
11/8 lowa State W, 28-24 
11/15 Oklahoma State 
11/28 at Nebraska 


a 


COLORADO ROSTER 


# QUARTERBACKS >>> HT WT 
3+ Nick Nelson QB 6-1 225 
7 Cody Hawkins QB 5-11 190 
9 Tyler Hansen QB 6-2 210 

13 Cameron Wright QB 6-1 200 

16 Matt Ballenger QB 6-4 230 

# OFFENSIVELINE >>> HT WT 

66 Blake Behrens OG 6-3 300 

68 Shawn Daniels OG 6-3 290 

72 Devin Head OG 6-4 305 

77 Bryce Givens OG 6-6 250 

53 Ryan Dannewitz OL 6-6 280 

40 JONES,BradJones OLB 6-3 230 

55 Josh Hartigan OLB 6-1 205 

59 BJ. Beatty OLB 6-2 220 

60 David Clark OT 6-4 310 

63 Ethan Adkins OT 64 310 

71 Matthew Bahr OT 6-4 285 

78 Nate Solder OT 69 300 

65 Austin Bisnow SN 6-0 215 

70 Justin Drescher SN 6-1 240 

# RUNNINGBACKS >>> HT WT 

32 Maurice Cantrell FB 6-0 245 

41 Jake Behrens FB 6-0 235 
2 Darrell Scott TR «6-1 205 
8 DemetriusSumler TB 5-10 220 

20 Brian Lockridge TB 5-7 180 

22 Arthur Jaffee TB 5-11 205 

25 Kevin Moyd TR 5-7 185 

26 Ray Polk TR 86-1 205 

36 Corey Nabors ™T 5-9 190 

43 Rodney Stewart TB/KR 5-6 175 

# RECEIVERS >>> HT WT 

33 Patrick Devenny TE 6-3 240 

34 Ryan Deehan TE 6-5 245 

84 Ryan Wallace TE 6-5 230 

87 Riar Geer TE 6-4 250 

88 Devin Shanahan TE 65 240 
1 Josh Smith WR 6-0 180 
4 Patrick Williams WR 6-2 205 

15 ChanceBlackmon WR 6-1 175 

21 Scotty McNight WR 5-11 190 

37 Jason Espinoza WR 5-8 180 

48 Cody Crawford WR 5-11 175 

80 Sean Lieb WR 61 185 

83 Dustin Ebner WR 61 175 

85 Steve Melton WR 5-11 195 

86 Cameron Ham WR 6-1 200 

89 Peter Bobseine WR 6-4 185 

# = DEFENSIVELINE >>> HT WT 

53 Kevin Cooney DE 6-6 230 

62 David Goldberg DE 6-1 245 

83 Will Pericak DE 6-4 260 

90 Marquez Herrod DE 62 275 

91 Maurice Lucas DE 6-4 270 

92 Jason Brace DE 64 250 

93 Conrad Obi DE 6-3 260 

95 Tony Poremba DE 6-1 230 

96 Lagrone Shields DE 6-3 260 

50 CurtisCunningham DL 6-1 275 

69 Eric Lawson DT 6-3 280 

86 George Hypolite OT 6-1 290 

94 BrandonNicholas DT 6-3 290 

97 Taj Kaynor DT 6-5 280 

98 Eugene Goree OT 6-1 300 

99 TylerSale DT 6-3 270 

# = DEFENSIVEBACKS >>> HT WT 

56 Keenan Stevens Cc 6-2 295 

75 Daniel Sanders Cc 6-3 315 
3 Jimmy Smith CB 46-2 195 
6 Gardner McKay CB 5-11-1165 

18 JonathanHawkins CB 5-11 190 

21 Anthony Wright CB «6-0 185 

23 Jalil Brown cB 6-1 210 

29. Chapelle Brown CB «5-7 180 

35 LamontSmith CB «5-8 160 

17 Steven Hicks DB 5-10 180 

44 Trace Adams DB 6-0 220 

15 Ryan Walters FS 60 205 
9 DJ. Dykes s 6-2 200 

12 Patrick Mahnke Ss 6-1 205 

19 TravisSandersfeld S$ 6-0 200 

22 Matt Meyer s 5-9 195 

27 Vince Ewing Ss 6-0 200 

28 Bret Smith Ss 5-11 190 

30 Joel Adams s 5-11 185 

46 Anthony Perkins S 5-10 195 


* Glenn suspended indefinitely as of press time. 


# LINEBACKERS >>> HT WT YR, 
10 Michael Sipili ILB. 6-1 (255 So. 
45 Jeff Smart ILB 6-0 215 Jr 
52 Bryan Stengel IB 62 230 Jn 
54 Marcus Burton LB 6-0 260 Jr. 
58 Tyler Ahles LB 6-2 240 Fr. 
47 Shaun Mohler LB 6-3 225 sr. 
51 Douglas Rippy LB 6-2 235 Fr, 
57 Guy Sergent {Bo G1 220° Fr 
# KICKERS >>> HT WT YR, 
14 Matthew DiLallo P 6-1 195 Jr 
95 Tom Suazo P 5-10 190 Sr. 
13. AricGoodman PK 5-10 180 So, 
38 Jameson Davis PK/P 5-10 195 Fr. 
NEBRASKA TENTATIVE 2-DEEPS 
OFFENSE 
WR 87 Swift, Nate 6-2 200 Sr. 
4 Menelik Holt 64 220 Jr. 
1 Chris Brooks 62 210 Jr 
LT = 65 Smith, Mike 66 285 So. 
(or) 72 Jaivorio Burkes 65 325 So. 
LG 68 Keith Williams 65 305 So. 
(or) 61 Mike Huff 64 300 Sr. 
Cc 67 Jacob Hickman 64 290 Jr 
58 Mike Caputo 6-1 275 Rr. 
RG 70 Matt Slauson 65 320 Sr 
73 DJ.Jones 65 305 So. 
RT 76 Murtha, Lydon 67 315 Sr. 
78 Marcel Jones 6-7 310 Rr. 
TE 44 Mike McNeill 6-4 240 So, 
49 Dreu Young 64 245 So, 
89 Hunter Teafatiller 63 240 Sr. 
WR 17 Todd Peterson 6-4 215 Sr. 
24 Niles Paul 6-1 210 So. 
(or) 11 Curenski Gilleylen 60 210 RFF. 
QB 12 JoeGanz 61 210 Sr. 
2 Patrick Witt 64 225 RFr. 
3 Zaclee 62 210 So. 
IB 5S Marlon Lucky 60 215 Sr. 
(or) 10 Roy Helu Jr. 60 215 So. 
| (or) 29 Quentin Castille 6-1 235 So. 
FB 36 ~=Thomas Lawson 60 250 Sr 
89 Hunter Teafatiller 63 240 Sr. 
DEFENSE 
DE 98 Zach Potter 6-7 280 Sr. 
88 Clayton Sievers 6-4 255 Sr 
NT 93 Ndamukong Suh 64 300 Jr 
90 Terrence Moore 6-3 275 RFr. 
DT 43 TySteinkuhler 63 280 Sr. 
94 Jared Crick 66 280 RFF. 
DE 95 Pierre Allen 65 265 So. 
56 Shukree Barfield 64 290 Sr 
WLB 34 Cody Glenn* 60 235 Sr. 
40 Blake Lawrence 6-3 225 So. 
MLB 52 Phillip Dillard 6-1 235 Jr 
54 Colton Koehler 6-1 230 Jr. 
BLB 53 Tyler Wortman 6-3 235 Sr, 
7 LatravisWashington 6-3 225 So, 
RC 5 Anthony West 60 200 So 
21 Prince Amukamara 61 195 So. 
23 Lance Thorell 6-1 190 RFr. 
LC 6 Armando Murillo 60 190 Sr. 
28 Eric Hagg 6-1 200 So. 
15 Alfonzo Dennard 5-10 190 Fr. 
SS 4 Larry Asante 6-1 210 Jr 
2. Major Culbert 60 205 Jr. 
FS 33 Matt O'Hanlon 5-11 195 Jr. 
(or) 3. RickeyThenarse 60 195 Jr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
PK 90 Alex Henery 62 175 So. 
(or) 20 Adi Kunalic 60 185 Sr 
P 97. DanTitchener 60 200 Sr 
(or) 37 JakeWesch 6-1 205 Sr. 
KR 24“ Niles Paul 6-1 210 So, 
15 Alfonzo Dennard 
PR 87 Swift, Nate 6-2 200 Sr. 
24 Niles Paul 6-1 210 So. 
lS 82.-—«CTJ. O'Leary 61 235 Sr. 
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Davis embraces role as manager 


BY TONY BOONE 


ith time winding down on the 2008 

football season and Nebraska fighting 

for a better spot in the final Big 12 North 

Division standings, Beau Davis’ chances 

of seeing the playing field again are 
probably slim at best. More than likely, the reserve quarterback’s 
college eligibility will expire on the sidelines with someone else 
taking the snaps from center. 

Davis, a fifth-year senior, sits behind starter Joe Ganz, redshirt 
freshman Patrick Witt and sophomore Zac Lee in the hierarchy of 
Husker quarterbacks. 

His name hasn't been on NU’s depth chart all season. 

Yet, it would be hard to find a player on any given Saturday 
happier to be in a Nebraska uniform than Davis. He wouldn't trade 
his five years in Lincoln for anything. 

*T love it,” he said. “I love being here. I love Lincoln. I love 
Nebraska. It’s been a good time, a good learning experience. I got to 
meet a lot of good guys and made some good friendships. | won't 
look back and regret one thing about it.” 

Davis speaks and acts like a guy who grew up in Nebraska with 
a dream of playing for the Huskers one day. In fact, he's far from 
it. The Venice, Calif., native grew to love the NU program after 
moving to Lincoln in 2004. 

Asa prep player in California, Davis was a star. He threw for 3,152 
yards and 40 touchdowns while completing 67 percent of his passes 
for Venice High School as a senior. He led his team to a 13-1 record 
and earned Westside Back of the Year honors from the Los Angeles 
Times and was a first-team, all-city selection by The Associated Press. 

Temple and Utah State made Division I scholarship offers. Later, 
Nebraska entered the mix after former coach Bill Callahan took 
over the program with plans to implement the West Coast offense. 

Recruited by former NU assistant John Blake, Davis was the first 
quarterback to commit to Callahan’s inaugural class in 2004. He 
was later joined by junior college transfer Jordan Adams and Ganz. 
All three were expected to challenge returning sophomore Joe 
Dailey for the starting job in the fall of 2004, 

Dailey eventually got the nod. Adams fell out of the 
running after having his spleen removed following a bout with 
mononucleosis and Ganz redshirted, leaving a then-19-year-old 
Davis as Nebraska’s No. 2 quarterback. The Californian didn’t play 
early in the season, then was thrown into an unfavorable situation 
in Lubbock, Texas, in NU’s fifth game. 

With the Huskers already trailing Texas Tech big in the second 
half, the inexperienced Davis replaced Dailey. Four interceptions 
and a fumble later, he became the poster boy for Nebraska’s 70-10 


Nhuskersillustrated.com 


loss, the worst defeat in school history. 

Whether it’s fair or not, most NU fans will likely remember 
Davis only for that game. The senior acknowledged that, but said he 
had to just keep plugging along anyway. 

“T's just something that you can’t hold yourself back by holding 
grudges about,” he said. “You've just got to get over it. It’s not 
going to go away. 

“T was mad (at the time). I'm not going to lie about that. | didn’t 
want to play. I wasn’t ready to play. But it happened. You can’t 
really look back on it wishing something different had happened.” 

How the 2004 Texas Tech game actually impacted the rest of 
Davis’ career as a Husker will probably never be known. This much 
is known — he never really got another chance to prove himself on 
the field in a meaningful situation. 

Davis took a few snaps in mop-up duty against Nicholls State 
and Troy in 2006 after redshirting the previous season, And last 
year, he completed one pass for nine yards while backing up Ganz 
against Kansas State. 

He’s become more of an advisor now, one that stands on the 
sideline in uniform, In addition to working with the scout team, 
he considers himself a confidant of his friend Ganz and a tutor for 
younger players like Witt and Lee. 

“I’m kind of like a manager, just helping Joe manage the 
game,” Davis said. “He does a great job by himself, but I can give 
him some advice, seeing it and having done it before. When I see 
something, I'll just tell him what I saw and he can go from there. 

“T have a lot of knowledge in this offense. And I’ve put in my 
time here. There’s a lot of information I can share with the other 
guys to help them through their younger years here at Nebraska.” 

Davis could’ve left NU at any point. His prep credentials may 
have gotten him a second chance at another school. Others chose 
that route. Dailey transferred to North Carolina after one year with 
Callahan, and overhyped quarterback prospect Harrison Beck went 
to North Carolina State following the 2005 season. 

But Davis stayed, citing loyalty to his teammates as his reason. 

“(Transferring) definitely crossed my mind, especially after my 
freshman and sophomore years,” he said. “But I've never been the 
type of person to quit a sport and move on. I’m a team player, I just 
wanted to do it the right way and keep working hard, and maybe I'd 
get my next opportunity. Unfortunately, it didn't happen. But I don’t 
look back on it having any regrets. At least I gave it my full effort. 

“T think it’s built my character. It’s been a test to me, my 
commitment and my self-esteem. It’s made me a better person.” 

Facing adversity early in his career has helped Davis last through 
five of the most tumultuous years in the history of Husker football. 
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Nebraska has been through two losing 
seasons, had its long bowl streak snapped, 
suffered through a number of humbling 
defeats and made its second coaching change 
this decade since he arrived. In Davis’ mind, 
it’s up to his senior class to stabilize the NU 
ship through its rough waters. 

“Tt’s been tough,” he said. “It’s been a 
real test of character on these guys that are 
playing right now. We seniors, we can do 
something great. We can go out changing 
this program and putting it back on the 
map. I think that’s a test we’re all willing to 
go up against. This group of seniors is full 
of real quality guys, and we're trying to do 
everything we can to get this thing going in 
the right direction.” 

In Davis’ case, that’s even without being 
on the field on game day. 

The 23-year-old has come to terms with 
the fact that his final weeks of football at 
Nebraska won't play out in front of the 


thousands of fans he’s come to love at 


Memorial Stadium. His time will come on 
the practice field, helping his teammates 
prepare for the rest of the 2008 campaign. 

He loves it all the same. 

“T love the game of football,” he said. “I 
love playing, or else I wouldn't be doing it 
any more. Just getting the opportunity to go 
out there and do something you love to do is 
always fun. I just go out every day in practice. 
And on game day, do what I need to do to 
play my role and hope everything works out. 

“At times, it’s grueling. I’m getting older 
so it’s taxing. But I still love it. I’m pretty sure 
when I get done playing I’m going to miss it. 
My time playing, every day, is getting shorter 
and shorter. I’m kind of embracing it and 
enjoying it while I can.” 

Davis already has plans for life after 
college football. The sociology major is 
on track to graduate in December and 
intends to begin a career in Lincoln when 


his schoolwork is through. And next July, 


Davis is getting married to native Nebraskan 


Lauren Gemar, the daughter of late former 
Husker punter Scott Gemar. His fiancée will 
be in graduate school for the next couple of 
years, meaning Davis will remain in Lincoln 
for the foreseeable future. 

But for now, his focus is on helping NU 
finish out the season on a positive note. Davis 
said he’ll continue doing his thing without 
any regrets. 

“There are always things you wish you 
could change,” he said. “The way it is 
right now, I’m just playing for these guys 
on this team. Sure, I’d love to play again. 

But I wouldn't mind watching this team 

do something great this year, to give this 
program the boost that it needs to get it going 
back in the right direction. 

“T’m just going to keep plugging away at 
it. Sooner or later, things are going to turn 
around. It may not be in football, but maybe 
in life. This place is a great place. Just playing 
for Nebraska is not an opportunity you get all 


of the time.” 


Missing 
classes 
no easy 
assignment 


BY TOMMY DAHLK 


bviously, it’s tough 

for student-athletes to 
constantly miss class, 
especially for freshmen 
who are just getting 
used to college. 

It’s especially tough 
for Nebraska freshman 
tennis player Mary 

Weatherholt because she’s taking Calculus 
III, and the class meets every day. 

Many students at Nebraska don’t even 
have to open a book in calculus class. But 
since she’s pursuing a minor in mathematics 
and took the first two levels in high school, 
Weatherholt is studying multiple integrals 
and partial derivatives during her first 
semester in Lincoln. 

Despite having this challenging class in 
the back of her mind and missing it because 


of tournaments, Weatherholt hasn’t had a 


MARY WEATHERHOLT 


problem starring on the tennis court. 


The freshman from Shawnee Mission, 
Kan., came to Lincoln highly regarded. 
TennisRecruiting.net rated her the 20th best 
tennis prospect in the 2008 class. 

She hasn’t had trouble living up to the 
hype. Weatherholt won the Flight Blue 
Singles at the Jayhawk Invitational in 
Lawrence, Kan., in September. She also 
reached the quarterfinals, with Jennifer 
Holmberg (a freshman from Tampere, 
Finland), of the Main Draw doubles at the 


ITA Central Regional Tournament at Salt 


| Lake City in mid-October. 


Weatherholt said she owes her early 
success to her conditioning. For the first time 
in her life, she said she’s focused on lifting 
weights, She isn’t exactly sure what exercises 
have helped, but she has already seen the 
results. 


“T had never lifted weights before,” she 
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said. “I know I’ve done a lot of squats. I’m 
not really sure what all the things are called, 
but I’ve gotten a lot stronger here and it’s 
helped since college players are stronger and 
hit harder.” 

Now that the fall season is over, 
Weatherholt said she is focusing on 
improving before the spring and hopes to 
help the Huskers reach new heights. 

Oh, and she'll spend her winter doing 
some calculus as well. 

“Tt’s tough and it was tough to miss so 
many days,” Weatherholt said. “But I'll get 
caught back up.” N 


2008-09 WOMEN’S TENNIS ROSTER 
Albers, Jana So. Papenburg, Germany 
Buxton, Abby So. Eden Prairie, Minn. 
Cicmanec, Marianne Sr. Kirchdorf, Germany 
Evans, Stephanie So. Lebanon, Tenn, 
Finnegan, Ashley Sr. Weston, Fla. 
Geibert, Madeleine — Fr. 
Holmberg, Jennifer — Fr. 
Ring, Maria Sr. 
Swarting, Wiveca Jr. 
Weatherholt, Mary — Fr. 


Tampere, Finland 
Linghem, Sweden 
Stockholm, Sweden 


2008-09 MEN’S TENNIS SCHEDULE 
Sept. 12-14 at Gopher Invitational 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Sept. 26-28 at Jayhawk Invitational 
Lawrence, Kan. 


Oct.10-12 at Midland Invitational 
Midland, Texas 

Oct. 16-18 at ITA Central Regional Tournament 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

Nov.6-9 at National Indoors 
at Charlottesville, Va. 

Jan, 30 Creighton, 3 p.m. 

Feb. 6 Wyoming, 4 p.m. 

Feb. 8 Drake, 11 a.m. 

Feb. 13 Eastern Michigan, 4 p.m. 

Feb. 15 Colorado State, 11 a.m. 

Feb. 20 Syracuse, 4 p.m, 

Feb. 22 South Alabama, 11:30 a.m. 

Feb. 27 West Virginia, 4 p.m. 

Mar. 1 lowa State, 11 a.m. 

Mar. 4 at Wichita State, 2 p.m. 

Mar. 7 Northern lowa, 11 a.m. 

Mar. 13 Kansas, 3 p.m. 

Mar. 17 at San Diego State, 2 p.m. 

Mar. 21 at Baylor, 1 p.m. 

Mar. 23 at Texas Tech, Noon 

Mar, 27 Texas A&M, 1 p.m. 

Mar. 28 Texas, 11 a.m. 

Apr. 1 at Tulsa, 1 p.m. 

Apr. 3 Oklahoma State, 4 p.m. 

Apr. 5 Oklahoma, 117 a.m. 

Apr. 11 at Kansas State, 1 p.m. 

Apr. 17 at Missouri, 5 p.m. 

Apr. 19 at Colorado, 11 a.m. 

Apr. 23-26 at Big 12 Championships 


Norman, Okla. 
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Ludwigshafen, Germany | 


Shawnee Mission, Kan. | 


HUSKER QUICK HITS 


ALL-STAR CLASSIC 


The National 
Association (NWCA) has invited Husker 
coach MARK MANNING to be an honorary 
coach at the 2008 NWCA All-Star Classic 
in Columbus, Ohio, on Noy. 24. The event 
matches the top-ranked wrestlers in each 


Wrestling Coaches 


weight class in exhibition matches. 

The other honorary coaches are Ohio 
State’s State 
Mankato’s Jim Makovsky and Wisconsin- 
LaCrosse’s Dave Malecek. Ohio State will 
play host. 


HALL OF FAME HUSKER 


Former Husker wrestler JIM SCHERR 
was a 2008 inductee into the Colorado 


Tom Ryan, Minnesota 


Springs Sports Hall of Fame in late October. 
Scherr, a national champion at 177 pounds 
for Nebraska in 1984, is chief executive 
officer of the U.S. Olympic Committee. The 
Mobridge, S.D., native has served as the 
USOC’s chief executive officer since 2005 
and is the first former Olympian to hold the 
position. 

Scherr was a Big Eight champion in 1984 
and two-time All-American at Nebraska. 
He wrestled freestyle at the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics as well as winning two silver 
medals and a bronze at the FILA World 
Championships. His brother Bill was the 
1984 national champion at 190 pounds. 


ACADEMICS 


SARI RABER, a senior midfielder on 
coach JOHN WALKER’s soccer team, was 
named to the CoSIDA Academic All- 
District VII first team. As a result, her name 
will be included on the CoSIDA Academic 
All-America ballot. The psychology major 
from Richmond, B.C., Canada carried 


a 3.88 cumulative grade-point average 
and will complete degree requirements in 
December. 

The only Husker soccer players to earn 
CoSIDA Academic All-America honors 
have been Meghan Anderson and Shannon 
Tanaka, both second-team selections in 
2001. 

Raber was among 14 Huskers named 
to the 2008 Academic All-Big 12 first 
team, which included 79 soccer players in 
all. The other Huskers: (seniors) Selenia 
Iacchelli, Aysha Jamani, Brittany Pfeil, 
Lindsay Poehling; (juniors) Anna Caniglia, 
Brittney Lanier, Carly Peetz, Shay Powell; 
(sophomores) Michaella Fulmer, Colleen 
Goetzmann, Katie Goetzmann, Blair 
Slapper, Anna White. 

Junior Lauren Isenhower earned second- 
team honors. 


WRESTLE-OFF RESULTS 


Coach MARK MANNING’s wrestling 
team prepared for a season-opening dual 
against Tennessee-Chattanooga at the 
NU Coliseum on Nov. 20 with its annual 
Wrestle-Offs at the Devaney Sports Center 
indoor track. Three of four Husker All- 
Americans competed, and all three won: 
senior BRANDON BROWNE (197 pounds) 
and juniors JORDAN BURROUGHS (149) 
and STEPHEN DWYER (165). 

Freshman JON BURNS won both of his 
matches by pins. 

[125 pounds] Andy Pokorny decision 
Ridge Kiley, 6-5; Pokorny decision Kiley, 7-2; 
[133 pounds] Matt Ashton major decision 
Peter Roto, 14-0; [141 pounds] Jon Burns 
fall Brian Litch, 2:53; Burns fall Litch, 1:51; 
[149 pounds] Chris Hacker decision Tyler 
Koehn, 8-3; Jordan Burroughs technical fall 
Paul Sanders, 22-5; [157 pounds] Robert 
Koehn, 13-12; Ross 
Grande decision Paul Sanders, 6-2; Hacker 
decision Robert Sanders, 9-4; [165 pounds] 


Sanders decision 


Stephen Dwyer major decision Alex Ward, 
11-3; [174 pounds] Brandon Browne 
decision Andy Johnson, 5-3 OT; [184 
pounds] Vince Jones decision Josh Ihnen, 
6-4 Levi Wofford medical forfeit Romero 
Cotton; Wofford decision Jones, 10-4; [197 
pounds] Cameron Browne major decision 
Livingston Lukow, 16-6; Brandon Browne 
major decision Lukow, 20-7. 
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Seniors eye 
historic 
finish 


BY BOB HAMAR 


ebraska has had 
some great senior 
classes over the 
years. Last year was 
one of those with 
All-Americans Sarah 
Pavan, Christina 
Houghtelling and 
Tracy Stalls leading 
the way. 

This year’s class is different. There is just 
one All-American in Jordan Larson, but that 
doesn’t mean the class isn’t special. As far as 
Nebraska coach John Cook is concerned, this 
class is as special as it gets. 

All three seniors are from Nebraska. 
Larson is from Hooper, Amanda Gates is 
from Columbus and Rachel Schwartz is from 

| Lincoln, 


“This is the first time as far as I know 


that we’ve had an all-Nebraska senior 
class,” Cook said. “They all won a national 
championship. They all had great high 
school careers here. They were all multi- 
sport athletes. They’re great ambassadors for 
Nebraska. It’s a special group.” 

The three seniors have a special chemistry 


both on and off the court. Each has a 


different personality and a different role. 

“That’s what’s great about it,” Schwartz 
said. “I’m the encouraging. I’m the one who 
supports and brings fun and love. That’s my 
role. That’s what I do. Jordan is the enforcer. 
She brings that intensity. 

“Gates, we call her ‘Momma Gates’ — she 
organizes things. It’s awesome. We balance 
each other out very, very well. I don’t feel like 
I have to go beyond myself because I know 
when it comes to enforcement, Jordan is 


going to be there.” 
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All three seniors played in their first match 
at Nebraska on the same night. That was 

in August of 2005 when Larson, Gates and 
Schwartz opened their college careers with a 
3-0 victory over Hawaii at the Qwest Center 
in Omaha. 

Larson remembers those early days in 
Lincoln. She remembers the early-morning 
workout sessions that opened their eyes to 
what college yolleyball was all about. 

“Schwartz wasn't here yet, but Gates and 
[had our first conditioning at Nebraska and 
we're like shaking,” Larson said. “We're just 
freaking out. I can still remember those days 
getting up at like 6:30 with her.” 

Larson and Gates have been close friends 
since the beginning of their college days. 
This year, they welcomed Schwartz to form 
a senior class that is strong on leadership, 
citizenship and personal accountability. 

“Over the years we had our own little 
niches,” Larson said, “Rachel Schwartz and 
Maggie (Griffin) were really close. Gates and 
I have always been pretty close, but I think 
this year we knew that the three seniors had 
to show love for each other. 1 think we always 
have no matter what, but we had to show that 
we could go through anything.” 

They have been through a lot together. 
They helped the Huskers to a national 
runner-up finish in 2005 and a national title 
in 2006. Last year, the team struggled down 
the stretch but still won 30 matches for the 
fourth straight season. 

From 2005 to 2007, the three seniors 
helped the Huskers to a 96-5 record during 
those three seasons. 

Schwartz said that Nebraska connection 
among the seniors does create a special bond. 

“T would say all being from Nebraska you 

do have that common bond of growing up 
within the tradition of Nebraska volleyball,” 
Schwartz said. “I’ve played with Gates since 
T was 13 years old. That's extremely special. 
I had a chance to play with Jordan the year 
before we came here, so we started planting 
those seeds early on. We all know what 
volleyball means to the state of Nebraska and 
I think that’s really special.” 

Not that the three seniors don’t 


occasionally have their disagreements. It 


Nhuskersitiustrated. com 


happens. 

“Of course we have told each other things 
that we don’t like about each other, but that’s 
what happens. We’re girls, right?” Larson said. 
“But we've found a way to show respect for 
each other, be open and still have that trust. 

“Now we talk about what it's going to be 
like four years from now. We'll be calling 
each other, ‘Hey, how you doing.’ It’s just 
such a cool senior class and I’m so proud to 
be a part of it.” 

Four years from now? Schwartz is thinking 
about 40 years down the road. 

“These are the kind of girls that I’m 
still going to call 40 years down the road,” 
Schwartz said. “These are the girls that when 
you get matried, you want them in your 
wedding. These are my true friends. These 
are the girls I know I can call no matter how 
long it’s been since I talked to them last.” 
No doubt the Huskers wouldn’t be where 


they are this year without the seniors. Their 


2008 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE 
(23-1, 14-1 BIG 12) 
Aug. 29-31 Runza/AVCA Showcase 
Aug.29 = *Stanford, W, 3-0 
Aug. 31 “USC, W, 3-1 
Sept. 1 Oral Roberts, W 3-0 
Sept.5-6 Cal Poly Invite 
Sept. 5 Tulane, W, 3-0 
Sept. 6 Cal Poly, W, 3-0 
Sept. 12-13 Ameritas Players Challenge 
Sept.12 LSU, W, 3-0 
Sept.13 New Mexico, W, 3-0 
Sept.17  _ at Kansas State, W, 3-1 
Sept.20 ‘Texas, W, 3-1 
Sept. 24 Kansas, W, 3-1 
Sept.27 at lowa State, W, 3-1 
Oct.1 at Texas Tech, W, 3-0 
Oct. 4 Colorado, W, 3-0 
Oct. 5 *Creighton, W, 3-0 
| Oct.8 Oklahoma, W, 3-0 
Oct. 12 at Missouri, W, 3-0 
Oct.15 Baylor, W, 3-0 
Oct. 22 Texas A&M, W, 3-0 
Oct. 25 at Oklahoma, W, 3-0 
Oct. 29 at Colorado, L, 1-3 
Nov, 1 lowa State, W, 3-1 
| Nov. 5 at Texas A&M, W, 3-2 
Nov. 8 Kansas State, W, 3-0 
Nov. 12 Missouri, W, 3-0 
Nov. 15 at Kansas, TBA 
Nov. 19 at Texas, 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 22 Texas Tech, 7 p.m. 
Nov. 29 at Baylor, 7 p.m. 
—Dec.5-6 NCAA 1st/2nd Rounds, TBA 
Dec. 12-13 *NCAA Regionals 
Dec. 18-20 *NCAA Semifinals, Finals 
* at Quest Center, Omaha 


leadership was a key carly this season when 
sophomores Kayla Banwarth and Tara 
Mueller were suspended for the Big 12 opener 
at Kansas State for disciplinary reasons. 

The Huskers scratched out a win in that 
match, then were going to host Texas three 
days later. That’s when the three seniors 
decided to take Banwarth and Mueller out for 
breakfast and a pedicure. 

Larson said it was her idea to take the two 
sophomores out on that Saturday morning. 

“Tt was Rachel's birthday on Friday,” 
Larson said. “Gates and I were going to take 
Rachel out for her birthday. We go, ‘Why 
don’t we just invite them along?” 

It was just part of the leadership 
responsibilities that the senior class has 
embraced this season. It didn’t come from 
just one person. It came from all the seniors 
this year’s class has played with over the past 
three years. 

“T think we took little bits and pieces 
from everyone,” Schwartz said. “We've had 
amazing leaders since we've been here. It 
would be dumb to not learn from them and 


to take what you thought was good.” 


TOUGHER SECOND ROUND 


The first round of play in the Big 12 was 
almost a breeze for the Huskers. They won 
all 10 matches and swept seven straight 
opponents. The second round has been more 
of a struggle. 

“When you play somebody the first time 
you get a feel for how teams are going to 
come at you the second time,” Cook said, 
“We're trying to make sure we're prepared 
for every match that way - - who they’re 
going to serve, where they’re going to serve 


us, how they're going to defend us.” 


RECRUITING THE STATE 


Cook is always looking for in-state players 
who can play at Nebraska. The state of 
Nebraska has produced a number of Division 
1 All-Americans at NU, including players like 
Jordan Larson and Christina Houghtelling. 

“T think it’s important for our team and 
state to be well-represented by Nebraska, so 
we always start our recruiting in Nebraska 
first,” Cook said. N 
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ESHAUNTE JONES 


, BY 
X 


{ BRIAN ROSENTHAI 


ti ital J SE eerae. 


make impact in 
exhibition 


shaunte “Bear” Jones wanted to 


get into a flow. A true freshman 


guard, Jones was making his 


debut on the Nebraska men’s 


basketball team. He didn’t feel 
like being brash or showing off by 


firing off shots left and right. 


Then a senior teammate, 


Paul Velander, gave Jones the 


green light. 


“Paul, the real shooter on our team, just said, 


‘Why don’t you start shooting the ball, man?’ ” 
Jones said. “I said, ‘OK.’” 


So Jones, who'd entered with 8 minutes, 48 


seconds remaining in the first half of Nebraska’s 


exhibition game with Chadron State, attempted a 


shot from just inside the newly-extended 3-point 


line. It went in. On Nebraska’s next possession, 


Jones made a 3-pointer. Velander was credited 


with assists on both shots. 


Jones followed with another 3-point attempt, 


drawing a foul on the missed shot. He made 


2-of-3 free throws. He then scored a basket in 


transition. 


By the 6:20 mark, Jones had already scored 


nine points. 


“T just started getting comfortable throughout 


the game,” said Jones, who finished with 16 points 


in the Huskers’ 85-54 victory at the Devaney 


Sports Center. 


Jones, who played 16 minutes, also had three 


assists and three rebounds. He had one turnover. 


In all, a solid performance. 
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Nebraska will certainly take more of it 
this season — if Jones is able to play through 
a painful foot injury. 

Jones last year broke his foot, and it hasn’t 
healed properly, he said. Playing on it won't 
do any more damage, but the pain won't 
go away entirely until Jones has surgery to 
remove some scar tissue. 

Ideally, that would be at the end of the 
season. But there’s a chance, albeit small, 
Jones could have the surgery sooner and 
redshirt. 

“Ttall depends,” Jones said. “Ifeverything 
goes good and looks good, I’m just going 
to play it out, go to treatment as much as | 
can. Hopefully, everything goes smooth, 
and hopefully I won't feel the pain as much 
and I can play through it until the end of the 
season.” 

Nebraska coach Doe Sadler said Jones’ 
situation is “day-to-day,” and will remain 
that way throughout the season. 

“T think he’s a really good player, and 
I've not seen him healthy,” Sadler said. 
“He’s probably much better than what I've 
seen. He’s not ready defensively yet, but 
offensively, he’s ready to help.” 

That was evident in the exhibition game, 
where Jones was 6-of-9 from the field, in- 
cluding 2-of-4 from 3-point range. The 6-4 
Jones gets great extension on his perimeter 
shots and is also able to penetrate. For the 
guard-heavy Huskers, penetration will be a 
big part of Nebraska’s game this season. 

“We've got a lot of people here who pass, 
and when they penetrate and they kick the 
ball out, it leaves people wide-open,” Jones 
said. “That’s a strength that we will have, is 
quickness.” 

Jones, who originally signed with Oregon 
State, played half of last season (because of 


injury) at Hargrave Military Academy, where 


he averaged 16 points. He helped Hargrave to 
a 12-0 start, and his team finished 29-0 while 
winning the National Prep Invitation title. 

A native of Fort Wayne, Ind., he averaged 
28 points his senior season at North Side 
High School. He finished his career as the 
school’s all-time leading scorer with 1,759 
points, and his scoring average that season 
ranked third in the state. 
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Nebraska has had success with players 
from Indiana. Six of the school’s 24 1,000- 
point scorers have hailed from there — Carl 
McPipe, Tom Baack, Jack Moore, Brian 
Carr, Brian Banks and Herschell Turner. 

At least one person thought Jones would 
join that club the minute he set foot in 
Lincoln. Jones’ AAU coach, Eric Vaughn, 
made what some may have considered 
overzeal-ous predictions when Jones visited 
Nebraska during the summer. 

“If he’s not averaging 15 or 20 (points) a 
game as a freshman,” Vaughn said, “some- 
thing’s wrong.” 


Perhaps Vaughn is on to something. 


IMCCRAY LEADS HUSKERS 


Redshirted freshman Toney McCray 
scored 18 points and grabbed seven rebounds 
in Nebraska’s 85-54 exhibition victory over 
Chadron State. 

Nebraska, which had Sek Henry, Steve 
Harley, Ade Dagunduro, Ryan Anderson 
and Chris Balham in its starting lineup, 
missed open shots early in falling behind 
10-3. The Huskers responded with a 15-0 run 
to take control for good. 

Harley scored 13 points and Henry had 
10. Anderson didn’t score in 19 minutes, and 
Balham had three rebounds in 11 minutes. 
With nobody on the court for either team 
taller than 6-8, the teams had 33 rebounds 
apiece. 

Nebraska coach Doc Sadler said he was 


TONEY MCCRAY, 


disappointed in Nebraska's ball movement 
offensively, and that the Huskers took too 
many 3-pointers, The Huskers were 8-of-23 
in their first game with the extended 3-point 
line. 

Defensively, Sadler was pleased, for 
the most part, with his team’s half-court 
defense. He could’ve lived without some of 
the 23 fouls, though. McCray and Brandon 
Richardson, another redshirted freshman, 
had four fouls apiece. 

“Toney, again, defensively, he’s got to 
get a lot better,” Sadler said. “Young guys 
fouling way too much at times they don’t 
need to foul.” 

Nebraska’s penetrating game drew 20 
fouls, however, and the Huskers were 23-of- 
31 at the free-throw line. 

It was Nebraska's only exhibition game. 
The Cornhuskers were scheduled to open 
the season against San Jose State at the 
Devaney Sports Center on the Sunday after 
the Kansas State football game then play at 
TCU on Nov. 19. 


NU WOMEN ESCAPE UNK 


Nebraska was technically the home 
team in its exhibition game with Nebraska- 
Kearney but had to come from behind to pull 
out what seemed like a road victory. 

The Huskers rallied from an 11-point 
deficit to beat Nebraska-Kearney 80-69 
at the Heartland Events Center in Grand 
Island, Neb. 

Vonnie Turner led Nebraska with 28 
points. She scored 21 points in the second 
half, including four 3-pointers. 

“If Vonnie doesn’t hit the shots and play 
well in the second half, we probably don’t win 
the game,” Nebraska coach Connie Yori said, 
“T hope this is a wake-up call for our team.” 

Nebraska led by only two points with 
5 minutes remaining, but Turner had two 
3-pointers from there to give the Huskers a 
cushion. 

Cory Montgomery finished with 17 points 
and 11 rebounds for the Huskers, who were 
slated to open the season against Weber State 
at the Devaney Center on Noy. 14 followed 
by a game against Creighton at the Qwest 
Center in Omaha on Nov. 17.N 
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in the season- 


Nebraska was favored 
opener, having defeated Oregon at Portland 
the previous season, 28-13. Fifth-year coach 
BILL GLASSFORD’s Cornhuskers were No. 17 
nationally in the Williamson System pre-season 
rankings, in fact. 

Among NCAA rules changes that season 


was one eliminating two-platoon play, 
meaning players had to go both ways, offense 
and defense. In addition, Glassford began 
incorporating a single-wing alignment on 
offense that season, after Nebraska had relied 
on the T-formation as its basic alignment the 
previous 10 seasons. 

The Cornhuskers ran 60 plays from 
scrimmage to Oregon's 49, but total offense 
was even, 272 yards - Oregon rushed for 251 
of its yards — and Nebraska lost 3-of-4 fumbles. 
Among the few bright spots for the Cornhuskers 
was tailback REX FISCHER (pictured), a 5-8, 


PETE ELLIOTT - when Bill Glassford decided 
not to return after seven seasons and a player 
revolt, Cornhusker Athletic Director Bill Orwig 
went looking for a head football coach. Orwig 
found Pete Elliott at Oklahoma, where he was an 
assistant to Bud Wilkinson. 

Elliott, a multi-sport athlete at Michigan and All- 
America quarterback in 1948, was just 29-years- 
old. “Pete had a $12,000 contract, a handsome 
smile, a wonderful personality, a beautiful wife 
— and he shot a 69 on the Lincoln Country Club 
course almost the first time he played it;’according 
to Go Big Red: The Story of Cornhusker Football, 
published in 1966. 

However, 
undistinguished as it was brief, one season. The 
Cornhuskers lost to an alumni team in the 1956 
Spring Game 14-0 and then went 4-6 in the fall. 
Even though the Board of Regents approved a 
salary raise to $14,500, Elliott went looking for 
another job. He left for California, after looking 
into a job at Washington. He coached three years 
at California, seven years at Illinois and two years 
at Miami, then rejoined Wilkinson as an assistant 
with the NFL's St. Louis Cardinals before becoming 
executive director of the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame. 


his tenure at Nebraska was as 


GAMES REMEMBERED 


Sept. 19, 1953 at Memorial Stadium, Lincoln, Neb. 


Oregon 20, Nebraska 12 
Oregon 13 7 0 
Nebraska 0) 6 0 


(QO) Cece Hodges 1 run 
(O) Dick James 9 run (George Shaw kick) 
(N) Rex Fischer 4 run 


(O) Ted Anderson 56 run (Barney Holland kick) 


(N) Dennis Korinek 68 pass Rex Fischer 
Attendance: 31,000 (est.) 


160-pound sophomore from Oakland, Neb., 
who rushed for 72 yards and one touchdown 
on 18 carries and completed 4-of-5 passes for 
118 yards and the other touchdown. 

The game was the first ever to be televised 
from Memorial Stadium, with an estimated 80 
million viewers nationwide. The NBC telecast, 
sponsored by General Motors, featured the 
play-by-play description of Mel Allen, with 
color analysis by Lindsey Nelson. 

NBC used four cameras, including two atop 
theWest Stadium and one positioned above the 
bleachers at the south end, where a broadcast 
booth was constructed. NBC employed a 
crew of 35, including 17 technicians and 18 
production workers. 

The telecast included a pre-game show, 
beginning 15 minutes before the 2 p.m. kickoff. 
The game ended at 4:25 p.m. The game was 
delayed during the first half when Nebraska 
players’ thigh pads, taped inside their pants, 
began slipping because of sweat in the humid, 
82-degree temperatures. The pads were finally 
held in place by tape around the outside of the 


pants. A headline in Lincoln's Sunday Journal 
and Star read: “Huskers’ TV Debut a Dud.” 


BILL GLASSFORD: “Some of the boys must 
show considerable improvement if they are 
to hold their jobs, but we'll know more after 
seeing the game movies.’ 


DID YOU KNOW? Nebraska's rosterincluded 
13 players listed at 200 pounds or heavier. The 
biggest were junior guard Max Kitzelmann 
(6-4, 230) and senior tackles Ted Connor (6-4, 
220) and Jerry Minnick (6-4, 220). Cigarettes 
were sold at the stadium, at 25 cents a pack. 
The brands were: Lucky Strike, Camel and 
Chesterfield. Hotdogs were 20 cents and cold 
drinks 15 cents. The most expensive item were 
backrests, 35 cents. The game was telecast by 
90 stations across the country, including WOW- 
TV in Omaha. Advertised prices for television 
sets with 21-inch screens were $249.95 to 
$299.95 in Lincoln. Console models came with 
walnut finish. Mahogany and blond finishes 
were “only slightly more,’ according to one ad. 


CROSSWORD 
&TRIVIA 


sag aR REA 
J. 1997 Lombardi Award winner 
1 


3. Tom Osborne's alma mater 
5. Former Colorado head coach 
6. Day before NU-Colorado game 
10. Wears No. 5 (defense) 
12, NU assistant formerly at Colorado (1 of 2) 
14. Former Husker and Philadelphia running back 
16. Colorado head coach's former school 
20. Colorado nickname 
22. NU’s short-yardage “fullback” 
23. Wears No. 15 (defense) 
25. Runner on fake field goal vs. Kansas 
26. Intercepted pass vs. Kansas 
28. Scored NU's first touchdown vs. Kansas 
29. 1997 Outland Trophy winner 


DOWN 

Former NU defensive coordinator who 
graduated from Colorado 

3. Wears No. 67 

4. 2010 non-conference opponent 

7 

8. 


N 


. NUassistant formerly at Colorado (1 of 2) 
. Wears No. 68 
9. Big 12 coach recently fired 
11. Day for NU-Colorado game 
13. Scored first career touchdown vs, Kansas 
14, Former Husker and Philadelphia linebacker 
15. Leading rusher vs. Kansas 
17. Bo Pelini’s college position 
18, Colorado head coach 
19. Colorado school color 
20. Colorado campus location 
21. Passed for NU's first touchdown vs. Kansas 
24. Network for NU-Colorado telecast 
25. Wide receiver from California 
27. Number of wins needed to be bowl-eligible 
Answers will appear in Dec. 6 issue 


HUSKERNUTZ 


Do you have some inspiration for a HuskerNutz cartoon? 


If we use your idea, we'll give you credit and send you and 


autographed full-color print of your HuskerNutz cartoon! 
SEND IDEAS TO: Paul Fell Cartoons, 
3215 Jamestown Lane, Lincoln, NE 68516 


or email to: pfell@neb.rr.com 
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YOUR WIFE ASKS IF YOU WANT TO GO WITH HER TO 
THE POST-THANKSGIVING SALES. 
YOU HAD NO IDEA THERE WAS SUCH A THING. 
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THE 
FINAL 
WORD 


BY MIKE BABCOCK 


“Three-day-old linebacker” makes difference 


A MEMBER OF THE Nebraska sports 
information staff had to go find Matthew 
May for reporters. He was already on 
the team bus, ready for the trip back to 
Lincoln, 

The reporters wouldn't have recognized 
the redshirted freshman walk-on from 
Imperial, Neb., when he left the locker 
room, not without his No. 36 jersey. 

For the record, May is listed as a 
safety, But he played linebacker in the 
Cornhuskers’ 56-28 victory against Kansas 
State. And he's going to remain a linebacker. 

“He's not going back to safety, I'll 
promise you that,” linebackers coach Mike 
Ekeler said. 

Why a handful of reporters would wait 
to talk to May might not have been apparent 
by looking at the final statistics, He was 
credited with three tackles, one sack and 
forced fumble. 

And the sack, “I didn't deserve it,” said 
May, who blitzed on the play, his first at 
linebacker. 

Under pressure from May, Kansas State 
quarterback Josh Freeman lost control of 
the ball, attempting to pass. The ball was 
live, a fumble, but the Wildcats recovered. 

“T'm still kicking myself on that play,” 
May said. “The ball was right in front of 
me.” 

Had he managed to get to the ball, he 
could have returned it for a touchdown, 
according to Ekeler. “I told him, ‘You blew 
it. You could have been an instant Husker 
legend,’ " said Ekeler. 

Nebraska didn't need May to be an 
instant legend, however. It just needed 
him to be a WILL linebacker in its nickel 


package, for a dozen or so snaps. 
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The Cornhuskers traveled to Manhattan 
depleted at linebacker. Phillip Dillard 
was injured, as was back-up Matt Holt, 
And Cody Glenn has been suspended 
indefinitely. 

So on Tuesday afternoon, May, who had 
seen action on special teams in five games 
(with three total tackles), was asked 1o 
move to linebacker. The coaches “simplified 
things” for him. He asked a lot of questions, 
particularly of sophomore Blake Lawrence: 
And he watched a lot of film, 

“He's a strong-headed guy. He’s a hard- 
working dude,” Lawrence said. 

“He really grasped the linebacker spot.” 

With Glenn out, Lawrence started 
at WILL linebacker. May's opportunity 
came when Lawrence left the game with a 
concussion. Lawrence was later cleared to 
return. 

Lawrence and May were among five 
linebackers Nebraska used. Tyler Wortman 
didn’t rotate out. Colton Koehler, who led 
the team with eight tackles, was the middle 
linebacker in the base defense, And Latrayis 
Washington saw some action at WILL 
linebacker as well. 

“We've done a lot of maneuvering,” said 
Ekeler, “It's the old adage: You've got to go 
with what you've got. There are no excuses. 
Nobody’s looking for an excuse. 

“We've just got to find a way as a group 
to respond,” 

The linebackers responded against 
Kansas State. 

“T think we stepped up today," Lawrence 
said. “If you get anybody in there that's 
willing to play hard for these coaches, you're 
going to be all right. As long as you do the 


right thing, it doesn’t matter who's out on the 


field .. . they won't put you in a bad spot,” 

May didn’t necessarily deserve more 
attenuion than anyone else. But his was 
a good story on a cold night, following 
a victory that left Nebraska 7-4, with a 
realistic shot at finishing 9-4. 

May, who grew up a Cornhusker fan, 
turned down a scholarship offer from 
Nebraska-Omaha. Former Cornhusker 
coach Bill Callahan persuaded him to walk 
on. 

Even if Lawrence hadn't suffered a 
concussion, May would have scen some 
action, That was the plan, according to 
Ekeler, But May downplayed it during the 
week. 

He got a lot of text messages from 
friends. “Some rumors got around” in 
Imperial, he said. “I didn’t really want it to 
get back (there) just in case nothing came 
of it. 

“But there was a lot of buzz going 
around.” 

He didn’t encourage anyone to buy the 
pay-per-view telecast, either, “just in case 
I didn't get in there and all of a sudden I 
lost my mind and didn’t know what I was 
doing,” he said. 

He knew what he was doing, all right. 

“Hey, he’s a three-day-old linebacker, and 
he's pretty good,” said Ekeler. “Bo (Pelini) 
and Carl (Pelini) said, ‘You know what, we 
ought to give May a shot there.’ " 

And the 6-1, 210-pound May, one of the 
team's fastest players according to Ekeler, 
proved to be a good fit. “The kid, he’s 
physical. Before it’s said and done, in the 
blink of an eye, he’s going to be 225. He 
can run now. He's got great instincts. He's 


physical, You can coach that," N 


NEBRASKA ALARM CLOCK 


Also at SHOPHuskerslllustrated.com 


NEBRASKA 
BILLIARD BALLS 


$189.95 


SCOREBOARD CLOCK $99.95 


|| NEBRASKA 
= COMPETITOR 
STAINLESS 


Clever novelty item for your Huskers den or office! 
Vibrant Team Color e Durable Metal Frame 
Snooze Feature e Wall Mountable 


Measures 7.5 inches X 10 inches 


Requires one ‘C’ battery (not included) ea 
Feet VISA | | | rovers 
In stock and ready to ship. Supplies limited. No rainchecks a a 


Telephone 800.524.9527 or shop online at SHOPHuskersIllustrated.com 


THE WHOLE STORY 
ON NEBRASKA FOOTBALL 
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Nebraska football coverage includes: 


© Expert pre- and post-game analysis 
© Exclusive video highlights 


© First looks at next year’s recruits 


interact with experts and insiders on 
our exclusive message boards 
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SPECIAL OFFER: 

Ultimate Ticket Annual 
includes one year © 

Sports \llustrated! 
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